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nal Writers, to perſons who are willing to 
cultivate an habitual piety, that they ſhould 
begin, and cloſe every day with ſerious medi- 
tations, and grateful acknowledgments, of 
the preſence, providence, and goodneſs ot 
God. The advice is certainly. very good ; 


but none that I have met with, have, in or- 
; der to make this advice entily. practicadle by 


F the generality of Chriſtians, been at the 
3 paias clearly, and diſtinctly, to repreſent the 
principal of thöſe inſtances, by which God 
every morning 1 diſcovers himſelf 
to our reaſon and experience, as the God of 
our liyes and the length of our days. To 
ſupply this omiſſion is the defign of the fol- 
lowing diſcourſes. 

As I write for the aſſiſtance of the genera- 
lity of Chriſtians, readers of a philoſophical 


— 


thoſe inſtances and proofs which are moſt 
obvious, and eafily apprehended ; while from 
Ray, Derham, the Author of the Speclacle of 
Nature, and the like writers, they may ſupply 
themſelves with more curious inſtances, and 
without number,of the wiſdom and goodneſs 


mon oblervation. 


ety of proofs leſs open d c 
Who are deſirous 


|: To readers ofthis 
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turn will excuſe my confining myſelf to 


of our Creator and Preſerver; and with a vari- 


of 
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PREFACE. 
of ſeeing the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt proofs of 
the preſence, power, and witdom of the 
Deity, continually moving and guiding the 
dead and unactive matter of the univerſe, ſo 


as to preſerve the frame of the world, and 
continually produce an infinite variety of 


beauty and good ; I would particularly re- 
commend a book intitled Maths, as giving to 


the attentive reader the grandeſt views of the 
perfections of the Creator and Preſerver of 
the world, and the fulleſt conviction of his 


continued preſence and energy; and making 
him in a manner to ſee that God, 7 whox 


we all live move, and have our being. 

On account of the near relation of the ſub- 
jects treated in theſe diſcourſes, it is hoped 
the reader will excuſe it, if ſome thoughts 
are repeated, where it could not well * a- 
voided ; and favourably accept what is de- 
ſigned to aſſiſt him in poſſeſſing himſelf of 
ſome of the beſt pleaſures of the preſent 
Nate ; and in preparing himſelf to injoy the 
ſatisfactions of angels in the epproaching 
ſtate of life and immortality. 

Note, In this ſecond edition are added pray- 
ers, for the aſſiſtance of thoſe, who, properly 
Impreſſed with the inſtances of the providence 


and goodneſs of God, which every morning 
and evening ſupply, are detirous to cheriſh 
and communicate their impreſſion by daily 


family devotion. 
SERMON 


19 AUF 


8 E R M ON I. 


Of the principal inſtances of the providence 
and goodneſs of God, which every morn- 
ing invites us to obſerve and acknow- 


ledge. 


— 


PIA MH. © 


I laid me doum and flept ; I awahed, for the 
Lord ſuſtained me. 


O begin every day with ſerious and grateſul acknow- 
ledgments of the conſtant Providence and renewed 
favours of God, hath been always eſteemed a principal eſſect 
of a1elipious temper ; and it hath naturally the beſt influence 
on the conduct of life through the following day. DiſtinAly 
to apprehend the chief inſtances of the divine goodneſs, and 
proofs of the divine providence, which every morning ſur- 
niſhes, is greatly neceſſary to renderour morning praiſes a 
reaſorable ſervice, and the devout affections proper to at- 
tend them warm and laſting. I cnnot, therefore, take a bet- 
ter method to excite and aſſiſt you to a religious life, than 
Clearly repreſentipg to your thoughts ſome of the moſt conſide- 
rable of thoſe effects, by which God manifeſts himſ:1f to our 
reaſon and experience, as the God of ourlives, and “ 1 
length of our days; and this I ſhall attempt in diſcourſing on 
the text before us. Be you attentive, and may God ſuc- 
Ceed this repreſentation, for the making you hatbituall y reli- 
gious, or for your injoying, in a greater degree, che ſatisfac- 
tions and advantages of daily devotion, | | 
Tax 
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Tue text is part of a pſalm of David, compoſed when he | 


fled from his ſon Alſalom, in which he lays before God his 
diſtreſs and danger from the number of his enemies, implores 


the continuence of the divine protection, and acknowledges 


end rejoices in his paſt experience of it, The pſalm ſeems to 
have been a part of his morning devotion, during this time 
of danger. In the text he declares ſuch was his confidence in 
the protection of the Almighty, that although ſurrounded 
with thouſands of enemies, he laid himjelf down and ſlept qui- 
eily, and awoze in ſafety; becauſe the divine power prolong- 
ed his life, and guarded him from their attempts. a2 * 


I sHALL not confine myſelf to this particular inſtance of a 
favourable providence, which the pious King had in his eye z 
but, in further diſcouiſing on the text, I ſhall, 


I. RreparsentT to you ſome of the principal, and moſt ob- 
vious inſtances of a divine providence and poogneſs, 
which every morning gives us occaſion to obſerve. And, 


I. TE practical uſes we ought to make of theſe, or the 


duties to which they oblige us. And then {ule the ſub. 


ject with {ome proper refßections. 


I. I Au to repreſent ſome of the principal, and moſt obvi- 
dus inſtances of a divine providence and goodneſs, which eve- 
ry morning gives us occaſion to obſerve, Leaving ſome others 
to your own obſervation, I would now defire your particular 
attention to the following, 


1. Thr conſtant, regular, and beneficial ſucceſſion of Jay 
and night demonſtrates to every conſidering mind, the un- 
bounded power, wiſdom, and goodneſs of God, continually 
exerting themſelves ; and ſhould lead us to obſerve and aces 
knowledge them. The great change from right to day, is 
produced by the motion of the earth round its center, The 
earth, which is thus conſtantly rolled round, is a heavy liſe- 


leſs maſs, incapable of moving itſelf ; and its bulk “ zaventy. 


four 


© See Derbam's Phyſico Theol. b. ii. c. 2. 
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uur theu/and miles or more in circumference. A/;nighty then 


muſt we confeſs that hand, which hath ſor ſo many thouſand 
years performed this motion in an uniform manner. We are 
aſtoniſhed and tremble at the power of God, when we fee the 
liphteving forcing aſunder a ſolid oak, or hear of mountains 
tumbled from their foundation by an earthquake ; yet, how 


little have we been apprehenfive of this infinitely greater 


exertion of power, in 2 round tae earth, ſo as conſtantly 
to produce day and night! Ard how little have we reve» 
renced the Almighty Creator, for this n diſcovery of 


his power! 


SHouL» ; any choſe rather to ſuppoſe, that the change from 
rig ht to day is occaſioned by the ſun's moving round the 


earth; as the bulk of the ſun.exceeds that of the earth 
near a“ million of times, and the ſpace it mult meaſure in 


this circuit would then be infinitely larger than that which 
the ea th is ſuppoſed to meaſure, how adoreable muſt they 
own that power which is required to enable the ſug with 
unabating ſwiftneſs to perform this courſe, The fun, which 
in the ſublime language of the royal Poet, is + as a bridegroom 


coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a ſirong man to run a 


race. Hes going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his 
tircuit unto the ends of it ; and there is nething hid from the beat 
thereof, How ought we therefore, when we open our eyes to 
the returning lipht, to adore the GoJ, whoſe power through 
mmenſe ſpaces darts to our eyes the morning rays ; and 
moves the great bodies of the uviveiſe, ſo as in a regular 
ſuccellioa may give us the enjoyment of them! 


OB5ERve further, how great the wiſdom and goodneſs viſi- 
ble ia this appointment; and how extenſively, how unchan« 
geably beneficont, the God, who thus exerts his power, for 
tie happineſs of his creatures! Was one ſide of the earth al- 
ways expaled to the ſun” s rays, the continued light and heat 

would 


See N. teunventyt” s Religious * vol. iii. Cont, 245 
+ 0 xix. 5, 6, 
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would grow exceſſive, and deſtroy all the plants and living 
creatures upon it; while the other ſide of the globe would 
be loſt in perpetual night, and vold, and death. How conſpi- 


lution, by means of which the whole world, and the creatures = 
without number which inhabit it, injoy every where the ad= 
vantages of the ſun's light and heat! And how great the be- 1 
nevolence of the Almighty, who thus unwearied exerts his 
power for the good of the animal and rational creation! 
How ſhould we rejoice, that we are always ſuicrounded by 
this almighty ever active goodneſs! And how much ought 
we to be humbled and aſhamed, that we have no more atteu- 


a a 2 > 
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ded to it, and been no more affected with it, though thus 
amazingly diſcovering itſelf ! | 


FuRTHER,by the ſucceſſion of Jay and nig God hath direct- 
ed us to take neceſſary 1% and refreſpment at proper ſeaſons, 
and diſpoſed every thing around us moſt favourably for it. 
Our frame is ſuch, that uninterrupted labours would waſte 
the ſpirits, deſtroy the conſtitution, and reader life a burthen ; 
to prevent which our kind parent every day withdraws from 
vs the light of the ſun, and ſpreads over us the ſhades of vight; 1 
which naturally put a ſtop to our labours, and diſpoſe us for 1 


that repoſe and ſleep which renew our ſtrength, and qualify 11 
is to return wich freſh vigour and ſpirit to the buſineſs ang 
unjoy ments of life, . . 2 


App to this, that God hatk ſo framed us that we ate great- 


i ly delighted with novelty, and as much tired with the perpe- 1 
tual appearance of the ſame ſcene; and by this ſuceeſſion be 
diſguſt is prevented, which our always beholding the ſame _Þ 


| ſcene would produce. The ſoothing calmneſs and gloom of 3 
night ſucceed the light, and hurry, and various affairs, ang 


labours of the day, which had tired and exhauftcd the ſpiritsz __} 
and the next morning, when the light rouzes us again to life 
and action, the world puts on again the charm of zovelty and | 
gelights us much more thzu it would have done bad we with- 


— — 
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out interruption eonverſed with it. Thus day unto day utter- 
eth ſpeech, and night unto night ſopeweth knowledge ; of the pow- 


er, wiſdom, and benignity of the Creator and Preſerver of us, 
and of all things. Whenever therefore the teturging light ſas 


lutes our eyes, and awakens us to reaſun and adi 
riſe to heaven in grat?ful and exalted admiratign of his un- 
bounced wiſdom, benevolence and power, who caules the liglu 
again to ſucceed the darkneſs ; whereas on his veaſing to act, 
we ſhould be loſt in eternal night, never more behold the 
chearing light of che morning, nor rejoice in the freſh beauties 
of the creation; or in our own renewed ſpirit and vigour, far 
purſuing the employments and enjoying the pleaſares of life. 


2. Tas continuance of the beauty and order of every part 
of the creation about us, and the continuance in life of an 
infinite variety of creatures, to which we are witneſſes every 


morning, are glorious demonſtrations of the per fections and 


providence of God, and ſhould be obſerved and acknowledged 
by us. 


IT is a groſs, though too common e to think the 
woiid is a great engine, which, once ſet in motion, would 
move on regularly forever, without the conſtant energy and 
direction of its Maker, All matter is in its nature dead and 
unactive, incapable of moving itſelf, or altering the directions 
of the motion impreſſed upon it. Every effect muſt have a 
cauſe, every motion of dead matter a mover, and every new 
direction of its movements a director of that change: And 
the infinitely various, great, and regular movements which 
muſt be performed, that the beauty and uſefulneſs of the 
world, and the life and well-being of the creatures upon it 
may be maintained, require and prove nothing Jeſs than the 
continual exertion of the power, wiſdom, and goodneſs of God. 


Tus ſun is at an aſtoniſhing diſtance from us, computed by 
the beſt + * above eighty millions of miles, How 
| B great 

* Pſalm xix, 2, 
+ See Nieuentyt, V. i. Derham's Aſtrol. Theol. b. i. c. 3. 


Or ihe Spectacle of Nature, vol. v. iv. dial, 1—7 
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great then muft we own the power, which darts to us the rays 
of light this amazing length of way, in about eight minutes, 
with a ſwiftnels inconceivable, the rays of light in themſelves 
dead matter, and as motionlcis 'as the moſt unwieldy maſs of 
earth! How adorcable the wiſdom and goodneſs, which have 


Jeid up in the ſun thoſe vaſt treaſures of light and heat, which 


for ſeveral thouſand years have ſupplied the creation, and the 
innumerable varieties of animals inhabiting it; and with an 
unabating plenty, till ſupply them, without the leaſt appear- 
ance ofa diminution ! Should we not eſteem it the great ex- 


cellence of our nature, that we are capable of apprehetding, 


admiring, and loving this molt perfect being? Should we 
not eſteem the light of reaſon which diſcovers kim to us, a 
greater bleſſing than the light of the ſan ? And ſhould it 
not direct us every morni9g with freſh pleaſure to ackncw- 


ledge and adore this almighty, moſt wiſe, and benevolent Cre- 


ator, to rejoice that we arc at all times the charge of his Pro- 


vidence, and may hope to be approved, and. made compleatly 
happy by him ? 


Ac 4in,the continued right temperature of the air for breath. 
ing, and for the health of the inhabitants the earth, requites 
the power and wiſdom of God to preſerve it, and we ſhould 
acknowledge theſe perfections in it, We know the air is ſub. 


J<Q to mixtures and changes, which render it unfit for breath- 


iog, unwholeſome, and even peſtilential. That its ſpring 


therefore is maintained, by wh. ch it heaves our lungs, and 


helps to circvlate cur blood; that it is preſerved pure from 
contagious and poiſonous vapours, and that we and the world 
around us, by this means awake to health and joy, not to 
diſcaſes, ſorrows, and death, ſhould be aſcribed to the wiſdom 
and mercy of God, whoſe continued action continues its ſpring, 


- whoſe {kilful direction of its motions diflipaies thoſe vapours, 
which uniting would be noxious, and prove“ the peſfiicnee 


thet aWwaiket?) in darkneſs ; and who, by the gentle breezes of the 
morning, revives the whole creatien around us, renews our 


ſpirits, and increaſes the Plesſure of the returning day. 
ä Fuxr nE 


* Plalm xcl, 6. 
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pur RRR, the continued liſe and beauty of the vegetablecrea- 
ion, which by the morning light we diſcern and enjoy anew, 
demonſtrates the unwearied energy, and ever attentive wiſdom 
and benevolence of the Deity, which ſhould not always be 


unregar.'ed by us, To maintain the beauty and perfume of 


flowers, and the life, verdure, and fertility of plants and trees, 
an infinite number of particles muſt be continually raiſed out 
of the earth, and conducted through the roots and bodies and 
branches ef the ſeveral plants and trees, for their growth and 
nouriſhment. What leſs than, the wiſdem of God is equal to 


the conſtantly guiding all theſe ſenſeleſs particles to their pro- 


per places? What leſs than the power of God unwearied moves 
them all in themſelves motionleſs ! And how preat his 
bounty, who thus provides for our ſupport ane entertainment! 
And when by the dews and moiſture of the night he hath con- 
vey<d the requiſite nouriſhment to the roots, then by the re- 


turning warmth of the ſun raiſes it to the branches and leaves! 
When therefore in the morning we caſt our eyes upon our 


fields or gardens, or walk in them, when we obſerve the plea- 
fig verdure, and beautious forms and colours of the plants, 
and trees and flowers, ſcent the fragrant violet or roſe, or taſte 
the delicious fruit ; we ſhould riſe in ſentiments of gratitude te 
God who preſerves and renews to us theſe ſcenes of pleaſure, 


and on the ceſſation of whoſe influences all would wither, 


corrupt, and die. 


FINAL LV, the renewed life and action of the animal creation 
ning freſh from ſleep ſhould lead our thoughts in devout ad- 
miration to that God, who maintains to all theſe life and ac- 
tivion. Were all the animals about us to remain in the in- 
activity of ſleep, or to fink from from it into death, how de- 
ſolate would the world appear, and how deſtitute ſhould we 
be of numberleſs conveniencies ! How thankfully then ſhould 
we own the unwearied providence of God, which preſerves 
the lives of the brute creation, and their ſerviceableneſs to man- 
kind ! How ſhould we rejoice in the freſh meaſures of life and 
good they enjoy with the returning day; and while the chear- 


Tal ſongs of the birds in the morning declare the joy they 


leck 
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Feel in life, and praiſe their Preſerver; riſe on their notes to the 
adoration of that unbounded wiſdom and goodneſs, which thus 
anew diffuſe themſelves over the world, and anew. communi- 

Tate an immeaſurable quantity of life and good! How nobly 
did the pious King pay this tribute, when he thus addreſſed 
the univerſal Parent.—“ The/e avait all upon thee, that thou may- 
zi give them their meat in aus ſeaſon. T hut thou giueſt them they ga- 
rber. Thou opentf) thine band, they are filled with gecd. T hou hiasff 
y face, they are troubled ; thou takeft away their, breath, they 
dis aud return to their duſt. Thou ſendeth forth thy Spirit, they 
gre crrated, and thou reneweft the face of the earth. 
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3. TrarT in the morning we ate reflored to the uſe of our 
reaſen, and of our afive powers, which were ſuſpended curing 
ſleep, ſhould raiſe our ſouls in wonder and gratitude to God; 
dince that we awake again to reaſon and activity is becauſe he 
ſuſtains us. „ | 

Dad not the commonneſs take off from the ſurprize, ſcarce 
any thing would appear mote really admirable,than the change 
we undergo when we paſs from waking to ſleep, and again 
awake out of ſicep,. That an active being ſhould in a few 
minutes loſe the (xerciſe of its active powers, and become mo- 
tionleſs as in death; and a reaſonable being loſe all command 
over its thinkirg powers, which in a minute. paſs from ſober 
reaſonings to the moſt extravagant imaginations, and incon= | 
fiſlent medleys of ideas; and after continuing hours in this un- 
ꝛctive irrational fate ſhould in an inſlant recover 1ts reaſon and 
efivity, muſt to every one who thinks of it appear very won- 
dciful, Whence is it that when we have once loft our active 
powers we do rot remain incapable of action? Whence is it 
that when our thoughts have once got from our command, and 
become as extiavagait as the waking thoughts of madmen ; 
that ue ever recover the command of them again, and become 
rational agents? What but the wiſdom of the Almighty re- 
gulates the intermiſſion of reaſon and action, for repairing the 
vigour of the body, and the reaſoning powers of a mind united 


to an animal body? And what but his kindgcls, u hen theſe 
purfolcs 


* Plalm civ. 27-30, 
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purpoſes are anſwered by this temporary ſuſpenſion, reſtores 
us again to reaſon and activity? What conſiderate perſon, if 
he could not depend upon God for being reſtored to theſe, but 
muſt fear in ſleep to loſe his powers of intelligence and motion ? 


I mult repeat this important but unheeded truth, nothing but 


our being accuſtomed to it can well hinder us from regarding 
this change from waking to ſleep, as one of the moſt wWon- 
derful appearances in nature, | 


Ir then to be reaſonable and active are great privileges in 
order to enjoyment and happineſs, with what gratitude ſhould 
we acknowledge God our Preſerver, who puts us anew every 
morniog into poſſeſſion of theſe privileges, and cauſes us to 
paſs from the inaction of death, and the extravagancies of 
madneſs, to active vigour, and to that degree of reaſon which 
renders us capable of reſembling the Deity ! To fancy we 
evade the obligation, by ſaying this is according to /ated 
laws, is very weak; for this is only ſaying, that God ſtated- 
ly confers theſe bleſſings upon us, and ſhould therefore be 
conſtantly acknowledged and adored for them. Think ſeri- 
ouſly in what ſituation you ſhould be for virtue and happineſs 
here and heicafter, if upon riſing from ſleep you ſhould be as 
much under the power of ungoverned imagination as in dreams; 
and then think how much you are obliged to his goodneſs ; 
who when he hath fitted wie body anew to obey the mind, re- 


| ſores the mind to its command over the body, and over itſelf, 


and to a capacity for knowledge and virtue, and for purſuing 
with ſucceſs immortal felicity, How often have we received 


this benefit, but how ſeldom, and bow faintly apprehended 


our obligations to our BeneſaQtor ! Let vs for the future every 
morning when we awake to reaſon awake to gratitude to the 
reſtorer of it, which is but our reaſonable ſer vice; and when 
we awake to new vigour and activity, reſolve to employ theſe 
for him * i avhom ne live and move. 


4. THaT we are refreſhed in ſleep, that we awake to 
health, and /afe from the dangers which ſurround us in the 


night ſeaſon, ſhould excite in us grateful ſentiments to God 


who ſuſtains and proteQs us, | Tuis 
* Aces xvii. 28, 


4 Morning DEvOTION 


Tuts David ſeems to have had eſpecially on his thoughts 
when he made the acknowledgment in the tent, that amidſt 
enemies he ſlept quieily, and awoke in ſafety under the divine 
protection. The reſtleſs nights we have ſometimes paſt, either 
wholly ſleepleſs or in anrefrething flumbers, by means of a diſ- 
ordered body or an wunealy mind; ſhould, upon reflection, 
make us more thankfu! to God, when our ſleep is ſound and. 
refr:ſhing,and our awaking chearful. What has once been our 
uneaſy ſtate might always be fo, and probably would beſo; 
did not the wiſe and kind direction of God preſerve the right 
ſtate and regular flow of the bloed and ſpirits. Thoſe fright- 
ful dreams, which have ſometimes filled our nights with hor- 
ror, might always haunt us, did not he regulate the workings 
of the imagination, or reſtrain the malice of unfriendly ſpirits, 


Ty therefore our nights are free from pain, our ſlumbers 
pleaſing, and health continues to ſmile on us with the return» 
ing morn, with warm gratitude we ſhould acknowledge the 
goodneſs of God, who exempts us from evils which better 
men have endured ; witneſs * 7:5, who thus feelingly laments 
his condition, Meariſome nights are appointed to me. 
When Ilie den, T ſay, when ſpall 1 ariſe and the night be gone? 
And I am full of toffings to and fro, unto the dawning of the day, 


hen I ſay, my bed ſhall comfort me, my couch ſhall eaſe my com- 


plaint; then thou ſcareſt me with dreams and terrifieſt me with 
viſions. If the contrary of this deſcription has been generally, 


or always our lot, and we have not been gratefully ſenfible of 


our obligations to God; may we not provoke God by chang- 
ing our ſtate to teach us the value of a bleſſing, of which our 
eontinued enjoymert, though it heightened the obligation, yet 
rendered us leſs ſenſible ? If painful nights are at any time 
appointed to us, let us think how ſmall a portion they bear 


to the nights of eaſe we have paſt, or to thoſe of pain whick 


we have deſerved ; or to that degree of happineſs we may 
gain by receiving inſtructions from what we feel, being 
reclaimed from folly or vice, or excited and formed to a more 
exact virtue and ſubmiſſion to God, or to a more diligent pure 
1 ſuit. 
„eb vil. 3, 4, 13, 14. | 
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ſuit of the perfect reſt of heaven. Hath a health ful conſtituti- 
on exempted us from nights of pain ? And ſhould not our 
gratitude be freſh every morning to our Maker, who formed 
cur conſtitutions thus healthiul, who preſc:ibed us thoſe rules 
of temperance Which preſerve this found ſtate, and whoſe 
watchful providence hath fenced off the thouſands of acci- 
dents againſt which we could not guard, but which falling 
on us would have deliroyed the good order of our bodies; or 


who hath furniſhed us in the werld, and ia our fituation di- 
rected us to thoſe remedies, which have icliozed our health 


when at any time impaired ? 
A ain, how defenceleſs as to ourſelves our condition in 
Hleep ! How many the evils to which we are expoſed from the 


violence of bad men, or from the rage of fires or ſtorms ; our 
being ſecure from which while we are ſleepiug we owe to his 


watchful care, who * aver fumvers, norſlceps, and who alone 
To what ruin from thieves or flames 
might the careleſsneſs of a ſervant, or neighbour, or even the ua- 
deſigning activity of domeſtick animals expole us? And what 
but his good providence ſecures us from it, whoover- rules all hus 
man minds, and directs what we call chance, and accident? Have 
I therefore for the courſe of many years laid me down and 
ſlept ſecurely, and awoke to health and ſafety, and to the 
continued poſſeſſion of the good things of life ? And ought I 
not to own that God who, when I am unable to take care 
of myſelf, and of what is mige, by his real though ſecret Pro- 
vidence piotects me ? Is the courle of things {o ordered, that 
theſe evils ſhould threaten me, and am I not then obliged to 


his wiſdom and kindneſs, which appuinied this beneficial 
courſe ? Or does the natural courſe of things really threaten 


me with theſe evils, oftener than I have ever been in ſenſible 
danger from them? And am I not indebted to his goodbeſp, 
who thus kindly over-rules what I call 7m and chance, and 


natural cauſes ? Do I net continually hear of perſons who have 


ſuffered by one or other of theſe cauſes? And: ought 1 not 
to be thankful to God, that I am only acquainted wich theſe 


evils as pieces of news, and awake every morning refreſhedy 
cheatful, and to uninterrupted health and ſafety ? 5. Tur 


* Plalm Cxxl, 4. 
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Tux continuance ef the health, and life, and proſperity 
of our friends and families ſhould raiſe our thoughts in grateful 
admiration every morning to God who guards and ſuſtains 
them and us. 


THERE is never a night paſſes, wherein fickneſs and death 
do not afflict and lay waſte many families, deptive magy of 
friends and valued relations, and fill houſes with grief and diſ- 
treſe, If we therefore have for many years had our families 
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ought ſurely, with a lively gratitude to acknowledge his mer- 
Cy, who continues the life and heaith of many who are dear 
to us, and whoſe well - being is of ſo great importance to ours, 
When in one night death ſeized the fr/7 born in every Egyp- 
tian family, while the Jraelites were univerſally ſecured from 
the ſtroke ; no doubt the lamentations of their neighbours 
gave an uncommon warmth to their praiſes of the divine 
goodneſs, which thus diſtinguiſned them. We are. really as 
much obliged to the divine mercy every morning as the {/ra- 
elites were at that time, ſince it is God who continues the lives 
of our relations and friends which he can at pleaſure take 
away ; and ſince his unwearied action preſerves the regularity 
of every body, and the reaſon of every mind. 


Tur good therefore which we conſtantly receive from the 


and the joy we have in them, are the effects of his goodneſs, 
who guards them fiom the ſurrounding evils, and + giverh to 
all life, and breath, and all things. It is our aveatne/s, that when 
we readily afcribg, to the divine providence and mercy any 
bleſſing or deliverance out of the common way, and which ſeems 
the effect of a particular interpeſition of God in our favour ; 
ve do not think ourſelves yet more obliged to God for the 
much more numerous bleſſings and advantages, which ariſe 
to us out of the ſtated courſe of nature and the world, We 


Fe as truly obliged to God for every one of theſe, fince his 
Gill 


® Exod, xi, 29. + Adds xvii. 25. 


ſecured from the ſtioke of death, and conſtantly awake unalare 
med by its viſits, and unlamenting from its violence; we 


health, and life, and happineſs of our friends and families, 


1 


3 
e 
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ſcill and power at firſt framed this beneficial conſtitution of 


things, and his unwezried kindneſs exerts theſe ſame perfee- 
If God gave to me at firſt, and al- 
ways preſerved to me thoſe relations and friends, whoſe life, 


tions in maintaioing it. 


and health, and proſperity, in a great meaſure make my hap- 
pineſs; J am certainly more indebted to his goodneſs for the 
conſtant preſervation of theie, than for his remarkably deliver- 
ing one of them in a particular junctute from an evil which 
threatened his life, Let us learn therefore to aſcribe the bleſ- 
ings we receive from the ated cour/e of nature, to the Author 
of nature, and the miele of its ſtated coutſe; and every 
morning with freſh gratitude own his bounty in thoſe ſatisſac- 
tions which we and the friends we tenderly love receive from 
it. And not to multiply particulars 

6. FIN AEL v, that we awake every morning with abilities 
and advantages for purſuing ſucceſsſully immortal glory and 
Zleſedneſ, ſhould excite in us the warmeſt gratitude to God, 
who ſuſtains us in a life thus infinitely improveable. 


Tas chief value of the preſent life ariſes from its relation 
to a following immortality, and in this reſpect it is infinitely 
valuable; and the goodneſs of God, in continuing it with 
this deſign, that by improving it aright we may be prepared. 
for everlaſting happineſs, muſt be acknowledged as in a man- 
ner infinite.“ May I by a ſober, a righteous, and a godly 
life, become meet for eternal bleſſedneſs in heaven, and en- 
*« titled to it; to a ſtate of immortal youth, beauty, and acti- 


« vity, whites the nobleſt pleaſures of the preſent life, the 


© pleaſures of knowledge, goodneſs, friendſhip, and devotion, 
are poſſeſſed in full perfection, aud where Sd hath pro- 
« vided for them that love him a variety of other joys, ſuch at 
* eye hath not ſeen,nor ear heard, nor bath it entered into the heart 
* of man to conceive ; and theſe to be enjoyed not for a few years, 


* not for thouſands of ages only, but for ever ? Is this life a ſea - 


* ſon for ſecuring this happineſs, and the only ſeaſon ? Havel 


** fooliſhly and gra ully wa ſted life hitherto, trifled with the 
C offers 


E 1 Cor, ji. Qs 
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«c offers of this immenſe ſelicity, and re fuſed to be orateſal and 
* obedient to God who deſigred me for it; and does he yet 
** preſerve me in a capacity of ſecuring it? Is my day of grace 
** as well as of life renewed ; and does God by prolonging to 
** me another morning my life and reaſon prolong to me the 
opportunity for being eternally happy? How gieat muſt I 
** confeſs this benignity ! How many have this night flept the 
<« ſleep of death; of how many hath God“ required Ibeir 
«© ſouls ; who have been thus removed from all poſſibility of 
being bleſſed for ever, and ſunk to an eternal deſpair of it! 
Had not I deſerved the ſame treatment? If God had called 
my ſoul to his tribunal, what muſt have been my ſentence ? 
4% What, but an eternal baniſhment from heaven and happi- 
* neſs ? Put his forſcited mercy continues to me an ability of 
* avoiding this dreadful fentence, and of attaining to this in- 
* eſftimable felicity ; how incſtimable this mercy ! Aud ſhall 
J hve on inſenſible to it, and perſiſt to atule it? No 
«© Thanks be to God I do not like the + rich man lift up my 
*c gzes in lorment, but I can lift them to heaven with the hope 
eit may yet be my eternal abode ! I will abuſe this mercy no 
longer, leſt it be exchanged for a jult ſeverity ; I will trifle 
* no longer with the offers of eternal life, leſt they ceaſe 
© forever; I will not waſe one day more, leſt it ſhould 
«& prove my laſt opportunity for ſecuring heaven, but thankful 
« to God that I may yet live for his favour and for bliſs eter- 
*« nal, I will really live to day by improving it for theſe no- 
© ble purpoſes, and never loſe another day which I can thus 
„ {mprove.” Are not theſe ſentiments very juſt and proper 
for thoſe whom God grants to ſee the moraing of another 
day, and who had before walled every Gay ? 

Ap as for thoſe who have not waſted the whole of life hi- 
therto, yet with what gratitude ould they receive the favour 
of another day, in which they may live for heaven? © If I 
„have not wholly waſted life, yet J have not lived to ſo good 
„ purpoſe, as to deſerve and claim as matter of right the | 
** continuance of the bleſing, Have I rot many faults 


« to be correfted in my temper, before I ſnall be in 2 
« great 
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„great degree meet for the inheritance of the ſaints 1a 
« light ? Are there not many degrees in piety and holi- 
„ neſs yet above me, by riſing to which 1 may raiſe 
„ myſelf higher in the favour of God, and in the ſcale 
« of bleſſedneis for eternity ? Have I not many vpportunitics 
for doing good Ril! in my hands, by a Ciigernt improvs- 


© ment of which I may lay up t:ealures in heaven? An am 


& not then greatly obliged to the goodneſs of God who 
„ continues theſe with. me, that by improving them aiight I 


„ may enlarge my intereſt in the joys of immortality ? With 


„ praticude and picaſute therefore 1 welcome the appearance 
„of another day, which calls me anew to the purſuit of 


„glory, honour, and immortality. Were my buſineſs, hopes, 


„and happineſs confined to the picſent life, | might then grow 
indifferent to the return of another morning, aſte- I had for 
*© ſome time gone the round cf the buſineſs and pleaſures of 
lite, which would be fill lofing their reliſh, and grow te- 
„ dious by their frequent repetition 3; but when by a more 
© rational and fervent piety, a moie active virtue and bene- 
„ ficence I may make every day inſtrumental to my gaining 
a degrec of happineſs, for value much ſuperior to all the 
** ſeparate good and enjoy ments of the preſent life, with what 
«« pgratelu] emotions ſhould | praiſe the goodneſs which pro- 
„ lonys to me time ſo precious, and with this deſign, that 
„by well improving ic 1 m:y prepare myſelf to receive the 
„ promiſed increaſe of the heavenly reward and happineſs 7 
Let thoſe therefore compiaia of liſe who have no hopes 
2 beyond i it, or who know not how to improve it for eterni” 
„ty; Iwill rejoice in every day the mercy of God adds to 
my life, until that hour arrive, when in the beſt preparation 
for the reſt of heaven, I ſha!l ee in Fe/ur, that I may 
„awake to glory and im mortality.“ 

Tuis may ſuffice for the repreſentation of the principal 


inſtances cf the divine providence and grodneſs which every 
morning calls us to obſerve. As for the duties to which 


theſe oblige us, I ſhall treat them in the next Sermon. 
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SERMON II. 


Of the duties to which the returning in- 
ſtances of the providence and goodneſs 
of God every morning oblige us. 
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PSALM III. 5. 
I laid me down and flept ; I awaited, fer the Lord ſuſtained me. 


N the preceding diſcourſe en theſe words I repreſented to 
you the principal inſtances of the providence and goodneſs 
of God, which every morning cfiers to our thoughts, under 
the following heads—the conſtant, regular, and uſeſul ſuc- 
ceſſion of day and night—the continuance of the beauty and 
order of the creation, and the continuarce in life of an in- 
finite variety of creatures, to which we are every morning 
witneſſes —the renewal of our reaſon and active powers after 
the ſuſpenſion of them in ſleep—our being refreſhed in ſleep, 
and awaking to health, and ſafe from the dangers that ſur- 
round us in the night ſeaſon--the continuance of the health 
and life and proſperity of our friends and families—and our 
awaking every morning to a capacity of purſuing with {uc- 
ceſs immortal glory and bleſſedneſs, According to the method 
propoſed 1 am now, | 
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II. To ſhew you the prafical uſe we ſhould make of theſe 
returning inſtances of the providenee and goodneſs of God, 
or the principal duzzes to which they oblige us. Thave hinted 


diſtinctly and at large conſider the following. 


1. TREE conſtant]y-returning inſtances bf the divine pro- 
vidence and goodneſs ſhould produce and maintain in our 
minds a conſtant humble ſenſe of our entire dependence upon 
God, and a warm gratitude for our unſpeakable and increaſe 
ing obligations to him. . A 


ſeveral of them in the preceding diſcourſe, and ſhall now more 


we 
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AcrtaTrruL dependent tem peris evidently the proper temper 
of thoſe who are continually preſerved and ſupplied by God, 
and is a practical acknowledgment of the truth of our caſe; 
If an alwiſe and almighty Being continually rolls round the 
earth, darts the ſun-beams, cauſes the cheating light of the 
morn to ſucceed the gloom of night, reſtores to us our reaſon 
and active poweis, actuates the vegetable, and is the life of 
the acimal creation; and if on the ceaſing of his influences, 
darkneſs and death would overſpread all; certainly it be- 
comes us his rcaſonable creation humbly to apprehend our 
entire dependence upon God * in whoſe Hand is our breath and 
life, to reverence almighty wiſdom ard goodneſs contigually 
exerting themſclves around us, and with the moſt affectionate 
gratitude and love to think over our obligations to the con- 
deſcending, unwearied, and ever watchful kindneſs of our 
Preſerver, who cauſes the returning light to viſit us, and raiſes 
us to behold ir in health and ſafety, and who continues us 
in life, that by righily improving it we might riſe to com- 
pleat and everlaſting bleffedneſs. Not to be thus affected 
towards God, when by the returning light he awakens us to 


reaſon and active life, and to enjoy numberleſs effects of his 


Preſence and googduels, is 134 reality to deny, contrary to truth 
and gratitude,that we are thas dependeut upon God, and thus 
obligcd to him; avd muſt be a temper very diſpleaſing to 
God ia rational beings, whom he hach made capable of ap- 


pretending his preſence and benevolence and their own obli- 


gations to him; that by thinking of and being ſuitably af- 
fected with theſe, they might enjoy the nobleſt ſatisfaRions,the 
ſati: factions of veneratinp infivite perfection and evet-active 
goodneſs, of gratitude to the greateſt Friend, and of a pleaſing 
confidence in almighty wiidom and ever diffuſive benevolence 
continually furroundiag them; and might thus alſo qualify 
(temfeives for fill larger communications from this infinite 
ccean of good. Though we cannot therefore always actually 
tink of God, yet praticude ard dependence ſhould be our 
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ing from theſe affect ions, ſhould animate and regulate our whole 
behaviour, and readily appear on every freſh call, and every re- 


markable renewal of the divine benefits. And more eſpecially, 


2. I our beginning every day with a ſcrious acknowledg- 
ment of our entire dependence on God, a grateful recojicc- 
tion of the divine benefits, and earneſt ſupplicetions of his 
continued favour, expreſſed and cherithed in difect addrefics 
of prayer and praiſc to God. 

Wuar a noble ſp1;i: of devoiion truly worthy of paradije 
is expreſſed in the morning Lyn, Which Mulien repreſents che firſt 
parents of mankind addreſſiiiy to their Creator; and how rea- 
ſonable this gratitude and adoration upon their bcholding 
anew the grand and beautiful creation, actuated and upheld 
by its Maker; and upon their enjoying anew the effects of 
the divine goodneſs ? I will quote a few lines from it.“ 

FTursr are thy ploticus works, Parent of good! 

Almighty ! thine this univerſal frame, 

Thos woniirous fair, Ihyſelf how wondrous then! 

Unſpeakable! who ſitt'ſt above thele heavens, 

To us inviſible, or dimly ſeen 

In theſe thy loweſt works; yet theſe declare 

Thy goodneſs beyond thought, and power divine, 

Speak ye, who beſt can tell, ye ſons of light, 

Angels, for ye bchold him, and with ſongs 

And choral ſymphonies, day without night, 

Circle his throne rejoicing ; ye in heav'n ; 

On earth join all ye creatures ty extol 

Him firſt, him Ilafl, kim midil, and without end! 

Faireſt of flars, laſt in the train of night, 

If better thou belong not to the dawn, 

Sure pledge of day, that crown'ſt the ſmiling morn 

With thy bright circlet, praiſe bim in thy ſphere, 

While day ariſes, that ſweet hour of prinle. 

Thou ſun, of this great world both eye and ſor], 

Acknowledge him thy greater, ſcurd his praiſe 

In thine eternal courſe, both when thon climb'ſt, 

And when bigh noon hait gain'd, aud when thou ſall'ſt. 
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WHAT gan be more reaſonable than that on our awaking in 
the morning to health and reaſon, to behold the beauties of the 
creation, Which the hand of God anew preſents for our enter- 
tainment, and to enjoy anew a variety of bleſſings ſupplied by 
his bounty, and to renew under his conduct our purſuit of 
glory, honour, and immortalicy ; what can be more reaſonable 
than in this or the like manner every morning in /ecret devo- 
tion to addreſs the God, who convinces us of his conftant 
prefence by innumerable freſh effects of his benignity? 
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«I Abo the almighty poodneſs which anew cauſes the 
cheating light of the morning to viſit me, which tolls round 
the ſun,and darts his beams, when otherwiſe they would con- 
„ tinue motionleſs, and ceaſe to viſit and warm the earth ; and 
which preſerves the werld about me in liſe and beauty. 
« How boundleſs that power which thus unwearicd exerts it- 
« ſelf and actuates univerſal nature! How adorable that wiſe 
„% dom which produces all this beauty and good, aud preſerves 
e them ! And how inconccivably preat that goodneſs which 
© thus acts continually for the good of creatures without num- 
« ber ! J adore thee as the God of my life and the length of 
« my days, I bleſs thee for my continued health and renews. 
« ed reaſon, ſor the ſecurity and repoſe of another night, and 
„e the various bleſſings emidit which I fee another day; and _ 
* eſpecially I praiſe thee, that | ſee it ia a capacity of appov- 
„ing myſelf to thee by an obedience to thy will and prepar- 
ing myſelf for everlaſting bleſſedneſs. How many ways, and 

„% how entirely am I thine ! May I live feoſfible of thy right in 
me and of my unſpeakable obligations; may it be thegreat 


„concern of my future life to pi-afe thee, and to imitace thy 


« 5codneſs in doing good io mankiad ; and may thy favour 


« ſtj}l attend me through I fe, protect and provide jor me; 
„ cheriſh in me the principles of the divine life, and conduct 
« me on to till higher improvements in piety and virtue, and 
„to that immortality of blcſſedaets which thine unbounded 
© benignity hath provided for thy grate ul and obedient chil- 


eden; to which the goſpel of thy Sou girefts me, and of 
| « which 
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« which thou haſt given me, though imperſect, if Hncere, 
through his death and reſurrect ion a glorious aſſurance.” 


Ax not ſuch ſerious and fervent addreſſes to God every 
morning, the proper language of creatures thus dependent 
and thus obliged ? Are they not n:ceflary to keep alive on 
our minds a ſtiong and active ſenſe of the divine mercy ard 
of our obligations to it, and a concern to walk worthy of them? 
And are they not neceſſary alſo to qualiſy us ſor the conti- 
nued favour and directien of our heavenly Father, and ought 
we not to mike them the employment of every morning? And 
is not neglectipg thus to addreſs God every morning in e? 
ungratefully to deny, that we are thus deperdent or obliged ; 
and to ſay, we red not, and value not his favours ? 


 FurTnrs, as beſides the obligations of every particular 
perſon, every family as ſuch is obliged to God for the continu- 
ance of its ſafety, health, and proſperity, and for various bleſ- 
ſings in common enjoyed by them; for the head of it every 
' morning to acknowledge with his family the goodneſs of God 
to them in devout prayers and praiſes, is no more than acting 
8s becomes a family thus obliged, hath the beſt tendency to 
impreſs the thoughtleſs and n with a conviction of their 
obligations toGod, and a concern to behave ſuitable to them; 
and is the * . away to draw down the peculiar bleſſing of 
God on a family; and it will therefore be the employment 
of every one ſtrongly apprehenſive of what he owes to God in 
that capacity, and. heartily concerned for the proſperity and 
happineſs of thoſe under his care both in time and to eternity. 
Is not neglectiag family religion in effect to ſay, that as a fa- 
mily we are not dependent nor obliged to God, and do not. 
need or deſire his favour and bleſſing? And is not this 
language the reverſe of truth, gratitude, and juſtice? 

3. Ir God ſuſtains us in life, and his favours are renewed tous 
every morning, we ought chearfully to Ive to him, and in pro- 
ſecution of thoſe ends for which he maintains us in life, | 

Ir we owe the prolonging of our lives, of our capacities for 
action and enjoymrnt, and all the good things we poſſeſs, to 

* Gen. xviii. 18, 19. | hie 


Aſſſied and Recommended. _ 


Wis #onftant © providence, he hath certainly a right to direct 
kow his own gifts ſhould be employed: And if he unwearied 
confers upon us ſo many benefits, guards us by his watchful 


care, ſupplies us by his overflowing bounty, and maintain us in 


life, that by rightly improving it we might live and be hap- 

py for ever, gratitude ſhould excite us to pracdiſe whatever 18 
weII-pleafing to ſuch a BenefaQtor, end to rejoice that we can 

its him any returns which he will accept and reward, 


« Do I then really owe the returning light to his almighty 
T. hand, which turns round the earth, and darts his ſun- beams ? 
„Does his wiſe goodneſs after the ſuſpenſion of my reaſon 
« and active powers in ſleep reſtore them to me, and give me 
«to ſee another day in the poſſeſſion ef health and friends, 
« and peace, and plenty, and reputation ? And hath he“ re- 


« wired of me that I do jaſtice, love mercy,and walk humbly with | 


« jim; and ſhall I refuſe to fulfil theſe commands ? I cannot + 


©« exert a power, or enjoy a good, which 1 do not continually | 
«© receive from him. And ſhall 1 abuſe ſuch powers to the 
«injury of his creatures, his children, or waſte his bounties - 


«© by an intemperate abuſe ? I cannot be fo foolith, I will not 
«be ſo ungratefal to that God who is ever preſent wrth me, 


* and convincing me of his preſence by his benefits. I will 


*« cultivate the rational powers he hath given me, and endea- 


* yYOUr to Improve in knowledge and goodneſs ; I will vert 


_ *© the abilities given and preſerved to me by him, in the. ceſt 


* 


= diſcharge of the duties I'owe my family, my friends, and 


country; and 1 will raiſe the reliſh of the bleſſings he ſup- 


+ plies me, by the nobler ſatisfaQions of pratitude and hope ia 
** kim, and doing good to others. This way I may iaſure the 


** conunuance of his protection and favour ; by an oppoſite 
conduct I muſt neceſſarily became the object of kis diſplea- 
'' ſure and condemnation, 


* AT what a great expence em I maintained in life? Al- 


mighty power is conſtantly exerted in rolling round the ſun 
to give me light; the ſame almighty power and equal 


'* wifdom are conſtgnily exerted to preſerve the healthfulneſs 


of the air, ths fertility of the earth, and the beauty of the 


D world 
Mich. vi. 9. | 
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« world 1 me; nothing leſs than the continued, PIN OR 

| «of the divine wiſdom directs the regular circulation of my 

„blood, ſeparates the proper juices, and keeps up the order, 

« and. action of my body, compoſed of ten thouſand ſiae 

parts and ſprings, and cauſes the orderly return of idas ; 

& and ſhall I render all this, ,expence, of wiſdom, power, and 
„good nels. a vaia expence, by my arſwering no valuable 

we purpoſe 3 in living „but giving myſelf up to idleneſs, amuſe- 

* ment, or low indulgencies ang purſuits ? No—as Lam pre- 
1 ſerved 2 reaſonable being, c apable of acknowledging and. 

web reſerabling God my Maker and Preſerver, I will apply my- | 

_ *felf to cheriſh the knowleIge and the love of God, and a, 
cöncern to pleaſe hiin, by reſemblipg him 1 in jullice, mercys. 
«truth, and beneficence ; : chat 1 may be qualified for his ap- 
* probation! now, And for chat! 'more perfect, ſtate of happineſs 

«fgr | which' he defigns me. "How happy mall I now be, if. 
e conſcious that I make to this ever preſent and inünitely 

66 good Being the retutn;* he deſites, and anſwer Well the end. 
af which he upholds me i 4 n life r Bat how wreiched if $4 
„Sting en my ſelf the” condemnazion of habitual ingratitude,, 
d diſobedience to the God of my life, and of making. all. 
lle expence of his wiſdom; power, and mercy for ſupplying. . 
eme a loft expence ! Were God removed at a diſtance, were. 
ehe eaconcerned for my "welfare, and a, he ccaſe to do 
ame good, 1 wight be ex xcuſed if I grew unconcerned to 
Epleaſe him; but when 1* Ave, and g ve, and aue my be- 
ig la Zim, I mult be inexculably ſtupid, ungratefu!, a 
| oh guilty, if ive without any concern to Pie le him, . to 

| „ Giſtharge | the duties he hath enjoined me. 
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4. Aa- we conſtantiy preſerved: by God, and doth every 
morning give us numbetleſs proofs, of his. preſence and pro- 
vidence ? How ſhould we fear 10 peu him, in whoſe hand is 


our breath, and life, end whe art all: our ways / K 


22 can have no rational pretence to be . in a courſe of 

ö giſobegjegee to God, but either that he does not er, our 
| condygtnor'is not able to puniſh it; and the inſtances with. 

; out gumber of the. conſtant providence. of God, which every - 
| mo30138 


* Act; XYP.. 28. 


al u Res oy 


morning preſents to us, maniſeſt both ee k be 
wholly viin, He who reſtores the morning light, muſt- be pra- 
ſent all over the world he enlightens; and he who confanidp 
preſerves or reſtores the activity of our bodies and the redſon 


of our minds, muſt ceitainly #zoaw whatever paſſes within teur 


fouls, and how we employ the activity of our bodies. Ve lius 
ænd move, and have our being in him, and therefore; as the 
Apoſtle reaſons with the philoſophical Atheniaas, * he cannot 
A en #5, Or unacquainted with what ws dog. » +4 

Hav therefore, while forgetful of God, been mates 
on by mean pleaſures, or the temptations of corrupt example, 
to do what God hath forbidden me ? And beeauſe I thought 
not of him, acted as it he regarded not me ? Have I diſho» 
noured his ſacred name by prophare oaths and curſes, ſhown 
a 2 of his majeſty and pr by an ene 12 


ere eee es or by 42 fies add inhumanity 1 
in upon the peace and happineſs of his creatures, which- his 
continued beneficence proves to be ſo much his delight ?: Have 
I'done this without fear of his diſpleaſure and pugiſhment, and 
becauſe I ſaw not him concluded he ſaw not me ? Let me by 
Ferious conſideration remove this ſtupid inſe uc bility to the 
divine preſence, of which this morning gives me a thouſand 
proofs, It is not more certain that 7 % the returning 1iohty 
than tkat the God who cauſes the light to return, and dart oo 


my eyes, and who preſerves my eyes in 2 condition to diſtera 
it, muſt be preſent with me, and /e what I do. It is not more 


certain, that after the interruption of ileep 1 awake to reaſes 
and a@ivity, than that the Gad who reucts my reaſon and 
active powers muſt be preſent, and ſee how. uſe them. Ii 
muſt be wherever he a; ; and he muſt know whatever in dene 
by the body or mind,” whole order and vigdur he preſerves, 

And if he knows What e it is tho Fg ke a be l 


: wok with me. 


Ir he preſerves my Nee nk which 1 Tam apociiinel grate 
Fully to apprehend his benefits, he muſt be diſpleaſed if 


| 1 apply it to its beſt uſe, t ts -_ affer Ged, wise te 
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23 Morning DEvorlox, &c. 1 
own his goodneſs, and adore his perfections. If with fo great 
Expence of wiſdom he maintains the regularity of my body, 
and the reaſoning powers of my mind, he muſt be dyplea/ed 
with me, when by an intemperate abuſe of his bounties F 
deſtroy the health of my body, and difturb the reaſon of my 
mind. And if with ſuch expence of goodneſs he continues the 
beauty of the creation about me, and the cap-cities of my 
fellow men for happineſs, he muſt be diſpleaſed, greatly diſ- 
pleaſed with me, when by indulging to violent and unjuit 
paſſion, by fraud, unmercifulneſs and the like, I make thoie 
wretched whom he hath taken ſo much care to make hippy. 
And if an ever preſent God be angry with me, what have 1 
not to fer from his anger, as the health of my body and the 
ſoundneſs of my mind depend entirely upon hi: influence ? How 
_ eaſily can he fill my body with pains,and my mind with horror ? 
Ir the continuance of my friends, and of all the bleſſings that 
ſurround me, depend alſo upon him, how eafily can he ſtrip me 
of friends or wealth, and leave me wretched and abandoned ? 
And if he does not immediately puniſh thoſe vices, of which I 
know him to be a vine, and an abhborrer, have I nat the 
greateſt reaſon to apprehend, that becauſe I have ſo much 
| ebuſed his mercy,he will not chafen me, buc leave me to“ 
Fill uf the meaſure of my ſens, until become ripe for utter deſtrue- 
zion I fall into it? I will therefore no more forget God, Until 
I can find a place where God 1s not, I will not dare te offend 
kim. And until I ceaſe to be dependent upon him for life 
aad all things, Iwill not dare to afflent him, but + Haud in awe and 
ac x, eſteeming nothing to be of ſo great importance to my hap- 
Pineis as to be upon good terms with an omnipreſent God, the 
God of my life, and the length of my days. O am I in ſomg 
degree concerned to pleaſe God, and fearful of offene ing him ? 
J will endeavoar that my regard to him be conſtant as his pre · 
ſence with me; wherever I am will fear to fin againſt him, who 
can never be ind. Ferent to ſin or a ſtranger to what I do: And 
then I ſhall be able to rejoice in his conſtant preſence with 
me, and in the aſſurance that he will be te me f « /un and & 1 
field, vill give me grace and glory, and withheld no gced thing 
*. ile ] walk uprightly. This minds me, | 5 Or 
„%%% - nne 


OY 


| Aſifted and Recommended, - 8 9 | 


Or another duty to which we are obliged by the renewed 
proofs of the divine providence and goodneſs that we have 
every morning a chearful truſt in God, and joy in his "FO 
and goodneſs always ſurrounding us, 


Tas God, in whom we exhort the pious and obedient to , 


truſt is not a being far removed from our world, or wnconcerned 
at what paſſes init, His preſence fills and upholds the univerſe, 
and the rifing ſun, the continued order and beauty of the cre- 
ation, and the renewed reaſon, life, and activity of maukind, 
prove his power, wiſdom, and benevolence to be unlimited, 
and ever active in the world about us. And what good can 
be too great to be expected from this infioite being by thoſe, who 
endeavour to be qualified for his favour ? He who thus appears 
to hold all nature ia his hand, mult have all goog in his diſpoſal, 

and all evil under his controul. He who gives to all lift, and 


breath, and all things, will certainly give his children, his ap- 


proved and obedient children, every good proper for them. 
In this manner our bleſſed Saviour reaſons from the common 
bounty of God in“ freding the fowl: of the air, and cloathing 
the lillies of the field, to his ſpecial concera for the pious and 
good; and in this reaſoning Wwe may ſafely follow him. For 
certainly he who by his ſun ealiveas the creation, will by the 
light of his countenance chear and enliven their ſouls, Who 
look to him and hope in him. And he who by his common 
providence guards mankind. + even the evil and unthaukful 3 
will by his ſpecial providence protect thoſe, who by prayet 
and well doing put themſelves undec his care, and endeavout 
to keep themſelves in bis love. The health of their bodies, the 
moral ſoundneſs and vigour of their ſouls, their ſecurity from 
dangerous temptations, and their ſucceſs in the purſuit of all 


real good, and eſpecially in purſuing the perfection of their 


minds in piety and virtue, cannot but always be his care, if 
1 in every thing 35 prayer and ſupplication with thankſgiving they 
make their requeſts known unto God, With the ſame. vaſe aa he 
enlighcens the world every morning, he can provide for their 
happineſs ; and that he will do it, the wiſdom and goodneſs 
conſpicuous in the natural world abundautly preve. He who 
18 
Mattl. vi 17. f Mei. 45. 1 Philip. iv. 6. 
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is wiſe to kppoint the ſan bis place and his courſe, cannot but 
be equally wiſe to govern the moral world by the beſt lawe 3 
and the beſt of all laws is, that there ſhall b:“ a reebard for 
the righteous, thatGod ſhould have pleaſure in them that fear him, 
and that hope in his mercy, and make them Sed who truſt iz 
Sim. With rcafon therefore may they + joy in rhe Lord, and ro. 
uw in the God of their ſal vation. 


wur joy would overflow the men of the world to be aſſared 
of the favour of their prince, to have a conſtant acceſs to his 


preſence, ald the command of his treaſu es. But thete are very | 


Ereat evils, which the power of a prince cannot keep off, ſuch 


as fickneſ:, pain, the torment of ungoverned paſſions, guilty 
remorſe, and the molt dreadful of all evils, death. And the 


moſt valuable goods are ſach as their treaſures cannot purchaſe, 
nor their bounty beſtow; health, wiſdom, an eſtabliſhed virtue, 
and a calm and ſteady greatneſs of mind, ſoperior to the fears or 
approaches of death. But all thoſe evils juſt mentioned; and 
every other evil, are under the direction and controul of 
God; and all theſe, and erety other good, are in his ift; 

and the fincerely pious are aſſured by the promiſe of an 
anchanging God, f t all things hall wwork together for 
good to them that love God, and that he * wvill guide theu by Bis 
Eonn/el, till he bring them unto glory. 5 Rejoice therefore 5 
the Lord 38 righteous, in the Lord who commands the da; Spring to 

ina its place, who is {he father of light, from when cometh 
#2201 every good and perfed gift, and with aohom is no Are 


25% nor Hado au of a change. 

* 6. Tuts unwearied ever-active goodnefs of God, to iich. 
Every morning witneſſes, ſhould engage us ts imitate DI. ia 
acing good moſt extenſively, 


Tas glory, majeſty, and happineſs of God confift' not in 72 


fate, in diſregarding all below him, or makiog all to ſerve a 


private humour of his own ; no—God is the greateſt and hap+ 
pieſt of beings, becauſe he is the beſt, ever infiaitely e commu. 
nicative of good ; ; he diſdains not to employ kis alm cht) power 
in 
pfl. Iviij. 11. exlvii. 11. kite. 12. + Pfal. ME 
1. Fab. iii. 18. 1 Rom. viii. 28. 5 Pal. xcvii. 12. 
Job xxxviii. 12, {|| James i. 17. 
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in darting the ſun-beams; and enlightening and warming a 
world of men and animals infinitely below him.“ The eyes of 
all wait upon him, and he giveth them their meat in due ſea ſon. He 
ofpentth his hand, they are ſatiified with good ; but if. he hide his 
_ face, they are trovblea, they die, and return to their 4. God is 
infinitely bappy in the conſciouſneſs of communicating, good 
in infinite quantities continually amongſt innumerable creatures, 
and in making the cut goings of every morning to rejoice in 
his bounty. And we can conceive no excellence of nature 
adoreable and amiable like infioite goodneſs, employing cone 
fantly almighty. power and al- comprehenſive wiſdom, in mak. 
ing an univeiſe, happy. | 


Wovry we therefore be approves af God, and bene 


his delight. ? Let us ſtudy to eſem ble him in an active diffu- 


five benevolence. Would we be happy like God? Let us em- 
ploy our wiſdom, wealth, power, and influence in lightening 
or removing the evils, ſupplying the wants, and incteaſing 
the virtue end happineſs of all about us. Ir is not in hoarded 


heaps, in fplendid  pageantry, in a dreaded and miſchievous - 


power, to give joys any way eee to thoſe that ariſe 


from extenſive charity and. benefcence. If God be the, b 
pieſl of beings, and if they, ate happy "ow re ſemble him, ars 
approved by him, and conſcious to his approbatien ; then they 
are happieſt who fil every Gay with molt inſtances of kindneſs: 
and generoſity, whoſe hearts overflow with love to their whole 
kind, who rejoice in all the good and happineſs. that ſurround 


them, far beyond gay idleneſa, uur. ſenſual men 


or a ſordid ſelſiſnneſs. 


Wuzx therefore the + Father of 125 and the Farbe- of mercies' 
renews. to us his kindneſs in the renewed: light and health and 
1caſon of eyery morning, and the variety of bleſſtogsr, in the 


, 


poſſe ion of Which he. cauſes us to awake, let us refolve to 


approve ourſelve; indeed. t his chilaren by reſem bliogz hind in 
goodnef: , who maketh bis fan, to riſe on the evil and on the. yg 
and ſendrth rain en the juſt and en the unjuſt, If this be our 
temper, and this our conduct, his countenance will ſhine. on 
us with moft beneficial influences now, and when we awake te 

Y | -. . ſe, 


» Pal, cxly, 15. Civ, 27. . : Cine i. 3. f MA, v. 18.5 
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the morning of the re/urrefion, we mall awake to the fulneſs 
of happineſs, in a world where all are good and happy, com- 
pleatly and forever happy. To add no more, 


7. Dos God renew to us every morning our Zealth 
and reaſen that we may live for immortaliy ? We ſhould at- 
tend to this as the great bufineſs of life, conſider how we 
have complied with the defign of God, and refolve for the 
future diligently to purſue it, 


Gon renews to us every morning our rea/on and active 
forwers, not merely that we may purſue wealth and gratiſy our 
ſenſual paſſions, much leſs'that we ſhould affront him, and abuſe 
his bounties by uncleanneſs and exceſs ; but he ſupport: us in 
life that we may acquaint our/elves with him, cheriſh by fervent 


| prayers and praiſes a conviction of his preſence and perfection, 


a proper gratitude for his favours, a prevailing concern to 
pleaſe him, and a devotedneſs to his will; that we. may con- 
form ourſclves io the divine goodneſs by eſtabliſhed habits of 


Juſlice, kindneſs, mercy, and truth, that we may corre@ what-_ 


ever in our conduct is diſpleaſing to him, wear out of our tem- 
pers every paſſion that would indiſpoſe us for a rational and 


divine felicity, and prepare ourſelves in the beſt manner for 
reading in his immediate preſence, where knowledge, devo- 
tion, goodneſs, friendſhip, and à thouſand other pleaſures, ſui. 
ted to reaſonable and immortal beings, reader the poſſeſſors 
of them perfectly and for ever happy. This is the greal deſign 
for which God cauſes the ſun every morning to riſe oa us, 
continues the beauty of the world and the race of mankind ; 
az appears from hence, that when all worthy of this felicity 
are trained up for it, an end ſhall be put to this viſible word and 
day and night revolve no more. This is adefign indeed worthy 
of the wiſdom and benignity of God, being to accomplith the 


perfection and eternal happineſs of crcatures'+ aade in bis image. i 


Tu is then undoubtedly is a defign wortby all my attentioa 


and labours but have I devoted them to it ? How many days 


in which I migkt have lived for heaven and immortality hare 
* I left! How many days worſe than Toft 1 in wcious praQices, | 


"which 
* Luke xiv. 14. + Gen. ix. 6. 


a/jjied and recommended. 35 


ec which unfit me for heaven ! At beſt how neglizent am Tof it! 

„Let hat ſo important to me, what a thouſaadth part ſo de- 
„ ſerving of my attention and diligence? And ſhall I yet 
« trifle ? Is God thus concerned for my perfection and happi- 
« geis to eternity, and ſhall I be unconcerned ? Shall the ſan 
© rice and {et in vain to me, and the almighty wiſdom and 
© goodneſs of God be as to m2 iu vain exerted in the preſer= 
« vation of the world? No—tor the futvce they ſhall not, I 
„ am aſtoniſhed at myſelf, that capable of living for immorta- 
& lity [could ve content to live to any other purpoic, 


© THANKS be to God who hath given me another days 
& which | may employ in * avorking out my ſalvation ; this 
e and every future day ſha}! be devoted to this work, to learn 
e my duty, and to praQile it, to cheriſh an habit of devotion 
«© and concern to pleaſe God, to diſcharge in the beſt manner 
ce the duties of every relation, fill lite with the moſt numerous 
% inſtances of beneficence, and + r cleanſe myſelf from all filthi= 
4 meſs of fleſo and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the fear of God. 
e Qtherwiſe how dreadful will be my condemnation, if I w holly 
tc neg lect that deſign, for the advancement of which God cau- 
e ſeth his ſun coptinualiy to riſe, and renews daily my powers 
of rational thought and moral action, yea, for the ſake of 
„ which t us cauſed his own Son to deſcend from the higheſt 
« heavens,and become a / of righteoujut/s to enlighten a world 
10 overſpread with ignorance and vice, and to direct our ſteps 
« into the way to life eternal! Surely if God will a!low me to 
« devote this day to his ſervice, and all my following days, 
« and to hope that he will reward my work of faith and labour 
&« of love with life eternal; I will labour in his work, and 5 
#0 be flead#aft, immoveable, always abounding therein, for as much 
« 2; Ano that my labour in the Lord will not be in wain.” 


 Tais ſubject would ſupply us with various important re flee- 
tions, I will conclude wich mentioning two or three of chem. 
9 Is 


* Philip. if. 12. +2 Cor. vii. 1. f John iii. 16, 17. viii. 12. 
C1 Cor. xv. 58. | 
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7. From hence we may learn the unreaſonablene/s and gui 


of irreligion, and habitual forgetfulneſs of God. 


Ir a ſon under the conſtant care of the beſt of parents, who 
fupplied him with every thing he wanted or defired, relieved 
him under every evil, and with the greateſt vigilance endea- 
voured to prevent every danger ; if this ſon would be inexcu- 
ſably ſtupid and ungrateful, did he never once appichend and 
acknowledge his obligations to his father, never think what 
he might do to pleaſe him, and when a thouſand opportunities 
offered for it neglected them all, and upon every occafion did 
what he knew, or might eaſily kaow was offenſive to him z if 
ſuch a ſon would forfeit. all the affection and care of his fathers 
then the habitually irreligious are beyond all excuſe ungrateful- 


un worthy the continued favour of God, and deſerving of his diſ- 


pleaſure. For no parent gives a thouſandth part ſo n:any proofs 
of his preſence with a child and kindneſs for him, as God con- 
tinually gives to the children of men, his creatures, his children. 


Tus ſun, a ſenſeleſs maſs of fire, would never of itſelf chuſe 


its proper place in the immenſe ſpaces of the heavens for en- 
lightening and warming us; nor of tiſelf continually turn 


zound its vaſt orb, nor from a diſtance of ſo many millions of 


miles ſend his rays to us every morning. Our earth, a heavy 
ſenſeleſs globe of matter, cannot (without the conſtant ener- 


gy of God impelling it) turn round its axle to give day and 
night, or regularly purſue its courſe through the trackleſs hea- 
vens to bring, on the ſeaſons in an uſeful ſucceſſion. Our reaſon 
and active pow ers would not of themſelves return to us every 
morning after the ſuſpenſion of them in fleep,did' not God re- 
ſtore tliem. And for every /ingle inſtanee of his preſence and 
Kindneſs that a good parent gives his family by wiſe and kind 
advice, and by providing for them every tliing convenient as 
their occaſions return; G gives us ten thouſand of his con» 
fant preſence and care and bounty, in reſtoring every morn» 
ing the light and warmth of the ſun, in reſtoring to reaſon and. 
activity an infinite number of men, in aQuating all the animaÞ 
and vegetable world about us, and maintaining the healthfuf- 
neſs and beauty of the creation. T0 
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To be much affected with, and admire infances of Hamar 


ſuill, ia making particularly a /phere to repreſent in little a few 


of the regular motions of the heavenly bodies; yet to hve 
unaffected with the immen/e wiſdom, power, and goodneſs of 
the God, who fixed the wiſe laws by which thoſe great bodies 
are moved, and who continually moves them, muſt be beyerid 
excuſe ftupid and unreaſonable, And to hve inſenfible to & 
kindneſs that is continually conferring benefits upon us, to ne- 
glect a grateful acknowledgment of it every morning, and to 
2& as thoſe who are no way obliged to God, is the height of 
ingratitude and guilt, mnſt be accordingly regarded and pu- 
niſhed by God, and is as fooliſh as guilty; depriving us of 
the moſt exalted pleaſures, which are theſe of diſcerning the 
infinite perfections of our Creator and Preſerver in his works, 
and ſuitably vènerating and acknowledging them. For, 


2. How great the ww//dom and happine/s of habitual religion, 
of beginning every day with ſerious aud dev ut acknowledg- 
ments of the providence and goodneſs of God, and of eting 
throughout the day under a ſenſe of them ! 


Can there be a more noble or a more pleaſing ſubject * our 


thoughts, than a God infinitely wiſe, powerfol, and good, who 
rolls round unwearied the huge glibe of the ſun, and darts his 
beams to eplighten and eben- various worlds, and innumerable 
creatures ? Vo conteraplate 2 Deity whoſe wildom is equal to 
the care and preſervation of numderleſs creatures without overs 
Hooking the -c-neit fl. or ant, whoſe bounty conſtantly giaves 
to all life, bre, and all things; and who with a mercy un- 
changed by :houſands of provocations continues the human 
race, that by rightly imoroving this mortal life, they might 
be qualified for immortal b!-K-inefs. To apprehend ſtrongly 
our own obligations to God for prolonging our life, health, and 
rea ſon, and ſtill ſupplying us witk ail the bleſſings which make 
life agreeable; to be warmly grateful for theſe favours, and to 


taiak with the greateſt vieaſure that this God attends to our - 


temper and conduct in order to train us up for immortal bleſ- 
ſedneſs ; that in a way of gratitude and obedience he will 
grant 22 every real good, and keep of every real evil T 
tuck 


% 
< 0 4 SL I As * 
"Ws. * { 8 5 
«<&O — er — wh xo, * „ 
a 1 7 b - . ſe q 4 : 2 Fan * * 
. * * 1 2 4 Lag ly . * a by Abe . — 
; , Q.! EIT TS 
| ——— yu mw — — 2 3 n 
— IS 8 WM Ne Ys anger 4 8 1 2 2 ” - 9 * 
2 CN ES; - 


—_— — 
— —— 
2 >. — - bye 
2 22 
1 
: hl 


#8. tor X 


N 


36 Morning DE vOT ION 


think we are engaged in a courſe of action approved by God, 


that we make him returns of gratitude and obedience accept- 


ed by him, and that we are under his guidance /ee4ing ſucceſsfully 
glory, hencur, and immortality ; To warm our hearts with tuch 
thoughts as tneſe every morning, and to act through the day un- 
der the influence ofthem, what can give equal ſatisfaCtion and joy? 

To be thus grateſul to an infinite friend. to rejoice in his 
Conſtant preſence and favour, and in the hope of an approaching 
immortality ; to raiſe the conduct of life by a regard to his 
=pprobaticn in what we do, and every enjoyment of life by 
the ſuperior ſatis factions of gratitude and hope in God, and 
doing good to others, and by the conſciouſneſs of thus enlarg- 
ing our hopes and happineſs for eternity; it there be ſuch a 


thing as wiſdom and happineſs up'n earih,this is to be wiſe and 


happy, and this is to be habitually religious. To conclude, 
3. Wo vr d we rejoice in the goodneſs of God every morning? 
Let us learn to commend ourſelves to his care every night, 
Tax pious King Dawid aſcribes his ſecurity to this; for in 
the verſe before the text he ſays, I cried unto the Lord with my 
voice, and he heard ime out of his holy bill; and then he adds, 1 


laid me doen and ſlept, I awaked, for the Lord ſuſtained me. It 


is granted God does guard and ſuſtain great numbers who ne- 
ver implore his protection, nor commend themſe ves to his 
mercy ; but then ſoch perſons cannot depend upon his pro- 
tection, nor rejoice in the continuance of their lives, as an ef- 
ſect of his ſpecial favour ; nor are they diſpoſed to celebrate his 
goodneſs in the morning who have not implored it in the even- 
inp. It is evidently a natural and proper employment of our 
thoughts, at the concluſion of a day, to own and praiſe the be- 
nevolence which hath preſerved and ſupplied us throughout it, 
to beg its pardon for the ſins of the day, and to caſt ourſelves on 
its protection, when we are unable to take care of ourſelves, 

Tary who are not ſenſible of their dependence upon God 
during the day, nor thankful for his benefits, are likely to per- 


hit in their inſenfibility, and to begin the next day as they | 


ended the laſt, forgetful of Ged. Whereas they who cloſe 


the day with ſincere derotiop, adoring their gracious Pre- 
- | ſetver 
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whole of it ſubſervient to their eternal bliſs. 


grateful praiſes of his unwearied care and inexhauſtible boun- 


day well, and we ſhall thus through life enjoy the happineſs 


will cauſe us, according to his promiſe, “ o ae ewith his 
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ſerver who is the length of their days, can with confidence 
commend themſelves to God amidſt the darkneſs and dangers 
of the night; and when the morning ray awakens them again 
to reaſon and active life they can regard their ſafety and 
lengthened life as given in anſwer to their prayers, and as an 
inſtance” of the peculiar fayour of God; and will find them- 
ſelves diſpoſed to improve life in a manner that will make the 


Lzr us therefore learn to begin every day with clear 
and lively conceptions of the divine providence and boun- 
ty, and gratefal ſentiments of our own obligations to it, 
for cur conſtant preſervation and the many good things we en- 
joy; and to cloſe every day with ſerious reflections on the 
conduct of God towards us, and our behaviour to him, with 


ty, and carneſt ſupplications for the continuance of his favour, 
This will have the beſt influence to excite us to fill up every 


which ariſes from the approbation of God, and a ſenſe of it, 
and from hopes ſtill brightening and enlarging of a glorious 
immortality. We ſhall thus make every day contribute to 
augment our glory and bliſs for eternity; and when we are 
about to ſleep in death, ſhall do it with a joyful aſſurance, 
that the God who hath ſuſtained us during this mortal life 


likeneſs, to behald his face in rightcouſne/5, and to inherit glory 
and immortality : In a ſtate where ſleep and wearineſs, f where 
night and darine/s are known no more, but where it is one eternal 
day, perfect life, unwearied activity, uninterrapted pleaſure ; 
where the light of God's countenance will ſhine on us in one 
perpetual ſmile, and joys ever new and ſatisfying, increaſing. 
the ftrength of our nature, and improving our capacities for 
happineis, will be our portion for ever. 


Goo grant what has been now offered to our thoughts may excite 
us all to ſeek this happineſs,and prepare us to enjoy it. Amen. 


” hw. 


* 
— 
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Of the principal inſtances of the providence 
and goodneſs of God, which every even- 
ing offers to our thoughts. 8 


n s + / 
— And thy faithfulneſs every night. 


——_— 


HE nee ſays the royal Poet, * declare the glory of Cod; 


and the firmament ſhewweth his handy work. Day unto day ut- 


tereth ſpeech,and night unto night ſheweth knowledge. There 
is no ſpeech nor language where their voice is not heard, Perſons 
therefore of every language ought to receive their inſtruction 3 
and the inhabitants of all the earth, who by the underſtand- 


ing which God has given them are capable of apprehending 


his per fections diſcovered in the formation and continual pre- 
ſervation of the univerſe, and who enjoy ſo much good, the 
effect of theſe perfettions, conſtantly exerted in their favour, 
ought with all veneration and gratitude to trace aud acknow- 
ledge this God, who thus perpetually manifeſts himſelf to the 
' pious and conſiderate, Nor is it more their duty than it is 


their Happineſi thus to employ their minds. Since clearly 


and ſtrongly to diſcern infinite wiſdom, power, and goodneis 
unweariedly exciting themſelves all around us, and producing 
effects worthy. theſe glorious attributes; ſuitably to venerate 
and love the infinitely wiſe and good Father of the univerſe, 
with ardent pratitude to own his paſt favours, to rejoice in a 
ſenſe of his approbation, in an aſſurance of his continuing care 


and bounty,and in the largeſt hopes from his goodneſs for eter- 
nity ; is the moſt delightful as well as excellent employment 


of the rational powers which God has given us, Ir is indeed, 
according to the declararion and experience of the pious King 
+ David, a good thing to give thanks unto theLord,and to fing prai- 


fes unto thy name, O me? High ; to ſnew forth thy lowing tindneſs 


in the morning, and thy faithfulneſs every night. 
To excite and. aſſiſt you thus in the beſt manner to n 


your minds, I have repreſented the principal inſtances of the 
® Pal. xix. 1, 2, 3 7 Pal; Kü. SE: divine 
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divine providence and benignity, which every wornirg gives 
us occaſion to obſerve; and from the text read I dehign to 
offer to your thoughts thoſe which every evexzing calls us to ob- 
ſerve and reflect upon, that I may help and engage you to be- 
gin and conciude every vay with God—** May God himſelf? 
«« ſucceed the deſign, and render what will be offered effectual 
«© to raiſe all to an habitual piety; that we may enjoy its noble 
s fatisfaftions thioughout this life, and be prepared for the 
“eternal rewards promiſed to it in the life to come; that by 
6 converfing with God in his works we may be fitted to “er 
« him as he is, for the devotion and happineſs of angels ar q 
of immortality ,?? 
| Tr we conſider the providence of God over the word 
Out a regard to his word, it diſcovers in a clear and convine- 
ing manner his unboun.ed power, wiidom and benevolence 
if with regard to his word, and the declarations and promiſes 
he hath made therein, it demonſtrates al:o his truth and faith» 
fulneſs, by the accempliſhment it continually gives to theſe.— 
It is in this laſt view that the pious Pſalmiſt conſi ers it, in 
the text; and we may juſtly ſuppoſe him to have had regard 
to the + promiſe which God made to Maß after the itvod, that 
he avould no more cut off all fleſh, and deſtroy the earth by a flood; 
and that awhile the earth remained, ſeed time and harveſt, and 
cold and heat, and Jammer and winter, and day and night ſhould 
not ceaſes, He had a vie w alfo to the many declarations and 
promiſes in fcripture of God's peculiar favour and bounty to 
the pious and obedient,and to his threatenings againſt the wick» 
ad, who brutiſhly diſregard him; all which God continually 
makes good in the courfe of his adminiſtration, and on which 
he enlarges ia this pſalm. I ſhall treat the ſuvje& witha more 
extenſive view,and in the ſame method as the preceding. And, 


I. RerRRSZNT to you fome of the principal inftances of the 
providence and goodneſs of the Deity, which every even. 


ing gives us occafion to obferve, and calls us to reflect 

. upon and acknowledge. 

II. The practical xſes we ſhould make of theſe, or the chick 
duties to which they oblige us. And theo add ſome 
proper reflections. | I, 
Matt. v. 8. 2 John a, 2. + Gen, viii. 22, it. the * 
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40 Evening Drvoriox 
I. IAM to repreſent ſome of the principal inſtances of the di- 
vine providence and goodneſs, which every evening gives us 


occaſion ro oblerve, and calls us to reflect upon aud acknows 
ledge. The following deſerve your particular attention. 


1. Tas coaſtant, regular, and uſeful ſucceſſion of night to 
day diſpoſes every conſiderate perſon to obſerve and acknow- 


ledge the wiſdom, power, and benignity of that great Being 


who firſt appointed, and ſtill performs this ſucceſſion, 


OM1TTING here various diſcoveries of the divine perfections, 
which I tock notice of in the former diſcourſe, I ſhall enlarge 
on ſeveral to which the Pſalmift leads our thoughts i in the text, 
or which are peculiar to this part of the revolution. The rol. 
ing the earth, a huge maſs of above twenty-four thouſand 
miles in circumference, round its center, you know occaſions 
this ſucceſſion. Were one fide of it always expoſed to the 
ſun's rays, the exceſs of heat this would cauſe, would deſtroy 
all the plants and auimals upon it, while the other fide would 
be loſt in eternal night and cold and death. Great then as the 
' quantity of good enjoyed by all the living creatures upon the 

earth is the benevolence of that Being, who exeits his almigh- 


ty power continually to perform this revolution, without which 


none of them could live or enjoy good. This ſucceſſion has 
gone on for near fix thouſand years. How immeaſurable the 


quantity of pleaſure and good which has been enjoyed by all 


the creatures inhabiting this globe during this length of 
years! And how innumerable the provocations which the un- 
thankful and diſobedient race of mankind have offered toGod 


during this peroid ! How great then his mercy who hath born 
all theſe provocations, and throughout ſo many ages exerted 


his omnipotence to preſerve the world convenient for the life 
and pleaſure of its inhabitants 1 And how inconceiveably 
great his power, which for ſo long a duration hath unweaned 
turned round the earth, and darted the ſun-beams, 

Warn the wiſe and righteous Governour of the world pu- 
niſhed an-univerſal corruption of manners with an univer ſal 
deluge and deſtruction, ke was pleaſed to encourage Noah 


22 270 for 125 8 piety and virtue he rn with his 


ſamily 


* 
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family amidſt the general ruin) with a promiſe that he would 
no more is like manner puniſh mankind, but that ae the earth 
remained, ſunmer and winttr, feed time and harvefl, and day and 
right fbould not ceaje. How unchangeable the truth and mercy 
of God, WhO notwithfte zading the many provocations, au the 
great corruption of mar ITY fnce, hath for four thouſand years 
fulfiled he gracious promiſe! And how ſecurely may the 
faithful truſt in him for the promiſe reſurretftion to immo 
tal lite and happineſs, though ii ſn uld yer be ſome thouſa ds of 
years to come! No ſuccefiy: oi ayes can ma'te the etern: 180d 
falſiſy his promiſes, or weaken his power of fulfilliug theme. / 


As aIN, we cannot but obſcrve,that the day-!ight RO 
gradualiy, and the night comes on after the iame manner; 
we do not pals at once tiom clear light to abſolute darkneſs, a 
change our eyes could not well bear, and which would in time 
ſpoil them ; of which any one may be convinced by making 
the experiment, and going at once out of broad day- light into 
total darkneſs, How vitible thea the wiſe goodneis of God, 
who Cauſeth the light to withd:aw gradually, by ſo diſpoſing 
the air and vipours round the earth, as to produce a“ twi- 
light; which luegeoning the day gradu ul! y prepares our eyes 
for darkneſs ; and prolonging alſo our time, gives us particu. 


larly amid the heat of ſummer a molt agreeable ſeaſon, eicher 


for labour oc enjoyment |! ' 


Thnx kindaeſs and wiſdom viſible in putting a flop by tha 
night to that action and labour, which continued without in- 
termiſſion wou'd deſtroy cur frame, in diſpaſing the ſene 
around us ſo as that we might enjoy 1a the Leit manner the 
refreſhment of quiet flezp, and that the world might k2zve the 
charm of xowve/ty £O pleaſe us the more hen we return to it, 
I ſhall not now enlarge on, becauſe I took notice of them is the 
former diſcoutſe; but rather put you in mind of another ad- 


- . 1 2 . TA 
vantage derived from this ſucceſſion, of which we are not fa 


ſenſible as the inhabitants of other countries, over which beaſts 
of prey range. The day-light confines them to their dens, 
and the ravenous beaſts of the foreſt do not venture foith until 
| F it 
Spectacle of Nature, vol, iv, dial. 2, c, 
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42 Evening DzvoTIoON 


it is night, and man is retired to his reſt; and then“ alen 


the fan ariſeth, they gather themſelves together, and lay them 


gown in their dens; and inan goeth forth in ſafety 10 his avork 
until the evening ; and thus they iateifere as lictle as poſſible 
either with his labours or pleaſures, | 


Le r us think further; that ſince tota! ark HS would b be preat'y 
Inconvenient and uncomfortable, efpectally throughout the 
Jong winter nights, how provident and how rich his benevolence, 
who hath prepared the uc ri its reflected light to brighten 
and enliven the datkneſs; an a how extzuive bis {kill who 
guides it for this purpoie in an unetring courſe round the 
earth ! Phe pious and grateful King mentions and praiſes tRis 
eoaltiution, as an inſtance of the unchangeabie and everlaſting 
_ goodneſs of God, who for ſa many thouſand yee!s has with an 
unwearied hand guided the inocn 11 11s beneficial courte. 4 O 
gi ve thanks unto kim who made the moon and ars 10 rule by night, 
for his mercy exdnreth for ever ! How pltafing alſo the proſgect 
of the heaveus varied and en'ightened by he ſ fter brightaels 


of the moon and ſtars, how grand, how beautiful! A beauty 
more ſoothing than the plaring fplendor of the day. How 
benevolent muſt we confeſs that God, who preſeats us this 


ſcene for our vightly entertainment! | And whea affiſted by 
Philoſophy we raiſe the pleaſure, confidering thofz hofts of itars, 
as what they are in reality, fo many ſuas enlipniening and 
Chearing innumerable worlds, al filed with proper lubabitants, 


and all of them the charge of the divine providence and bounty, 


how high muſt our apprehenſions rife of the immenſe wiſdom, 
Power, and goodneſs of the univerſa] Creator and Pieſerver, 
and of his condeſcending care and unwearied bounty towards 
who are as nothing before him! And with what a ple:fing 

' rapture of devotion muſt we repeat the exalted hymn of the 
royal Poet, & O Lord our Lord, bow excellent is thy namein all 
de earth ! Thou haſt ſet thy glory above the head ut. When I 
cn (der thy heavens the avork of thy ſrgers, the moon and the ſtars 
enhich thou haft ordaitied ; what is man that thin art mindful of 
uin; and $9 ha _ that theu viſiteſt him? Thoſe nights 
| allo 

Pſal. civ. 20, 4 cxxxvi. g. Ses Spect. vol, viii. SPſal. vii. 1,3 
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when the abſent moon and clouded fy oc iD an univer- 
ſal comfortleis gloom, ſhould raiſe cur ſenſe of his kindnefs, 
who hath not made every night ſuch, but appointed to the 
moon its ſeaſons of enlightening and chearing the earth, 


AnD not to multiply inflances, do we not experience ſome- 
thing in the ſolemn 1 of the eveaing, and in the ſainter 
light of the moon aud ars 5 cn diſpoſes vs to /erious thoupat 3 
for which the ſtron ger impreſſons of external objects during 
the day, and the various fcenes Hd hurry of the buſy world 
iudiſpoſe us? Ire want of tober thought and ſerious refler- 
tion is one great anſe, that the generality miſcatry in the pur- 
ſuit of happineſs, ate amuſed and deceived by trifles becauſe 
preſent and aff cting their ſenſes, and neglet things evidentiy 
of infinite importance, the favour of an inviible but ever pre- 
ſent God, and the happineſs of a certain though unſeen eter- 
Is it not then an t1itance of the wiſe goodneſs of Goo, 
by the folemn ſhades of the evening to diſpoſe us to that 
ſerious conſiderate temper, which is ſo n2ceffary to our happi- 
neſs, which helps us to diſcern and corre the er:ors of the 
day, eſtabliſlies and animates our good purpoſes, and carries us 
on ſleadily and ich delight in the purſuit of immortal happineſs? 


To cloſe this head. Could we be raiſed in air at a proper 
diſtance from the earth to behold its vaſt bulk, and its regu- 
Jar, eaſy, yet ſwift motion, “its motion round its axis being 
at the rate of a thun miles in an Hour, and its annual mo- 

tion round the ſun at the rate of a75ou/2and miles in a minute 
to diſcern alſo the moon in its real bigneſs, and. ſwiſt, various, 
yet regular courſe round the earth and fun, what aſtoniſhing 
conceptions would fill our minds of the im nenſe greataeſs of 
his power and wiſdom who for fo many thouſand years bath 
rolled them on, and unerring guide their revolut ions through 
the trackleſs heavens ! He ſhould we after this fight fear to 
offend this all powerful Being! Ho chearfully truſt, and en- 
deavour to pleaie this God, who is thus ©: Hatigually exerting 
his ſkill and power for our happineſs! And how warm and 
exalted would our gratitude be io his benevolence, unweatied- 
Jy active for the 8 of mankind, toa generally iazitontive 
See Matho, v. 1. conf. 4 
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24 Evening DevoTion 


and ungrateful ! If the fight would with reaſon thus affect ag, 

mould we not by ſerious contemplations excite theſe ſenti- 

ments, fince reaſon and experience aſſure us, that God is thus 

in reality ever acting for our welfare, n in a manner not 
ſo obvious to cur Euter ? 

2. Tu continuance of cur health, and reaſon, and active po- 
ers throughout the day, thou d at the cloſe of it be reflected on 
and acknowledged, as an inſtance of the ever attentive witdom 
and kindneſs of God. 


Tun human body is a nice and complicated engine, the or- 
der and action of which cannot be preſerved without the con- 
tinual care and direction of its Maker. To guide the blood 
through ten thouſand fine channel in a regular and uawenr ed 
courſe, to ſeparate the proper parts for couriſhing the whole 
body, and lodge them in their places, to ſend the ne- 
ceſſary ſpirits to ſwell the various muſcles ſor infinitely vart- 
Ous motions and actions, and to continue that right tempere- 
ture of the whole, on which health, reaſon, and enjoyment 
depend; what leſs than the wiſdom of God is equal to the 
per:orming all this in favour of innumerable men, aud how great 
his benevolence who thus employs his ſkill and powe. for 
our benefit! How great the bleffings of chearful ſpirits, actiee 
vigour, and unclouded reaſon! How ſubſcrvient to a fervent 
devotion, an extenſive bensſicence, and a delightful diſcharge 
of the duties of liſe; and how neceſſary to our reiiſhing exter- 
nal ſenſible pleaſure, which when the body and mind are diſ- 
ordered, loſe their reliſh and power of pleaſing ! ; 


Harn God continued to me this healthful Rate of body and 
mind for many days and years with few interruptions, 
and how gieatly am I indebted to his watchful care and un- 
wearied kindneſs? Hath he continued it avnther day, and have 
T been thus qualified to enjoy life, to diſcharge its duties, and 
taſte its pleaſures to advantage, and how much am I obliged 
to his Kind providence ? Have not many who began the day 
in full poſſeſſioa of health and reafon, cloſed it in fickneſs, diſ- 
traction, or death? Have not many weariſome days of pain and 


ſickneſs ſos a long ſucceſſion? And might not God have ap- 
pointed 


afifed and reccmmended. 45 


pointed theſe to be my lot? Can I ſay I had improved health 
and reaſun o well, as to deſerve the continuance of them; or 
in a better manner than many who are deprived of theſe fa. 
vcurs ? Stall I always live inſenſible to the mercy of my hea« 
venly Father, who conſtantly attends to my happineſs ? Shall 
I venture by known diſebedience to efron him in whoſe hand 
is my breath and life, and on whoſ: withdrawing it I ſhould 
ſink into the duft? Shall ] dare to abuſe the vigour he preſerves 
and the gifts he beftows by intemperance, uncleanneſs, or vio- 
lence? Shall I not be concerned to anſwer the purpoſes for 
v-hich-he maintains me in life; and chea: fully employ that 
ſpirit and aftivity. which he preſerves in inflances of pratitude 
to him, of beneficence to mankind, and in preparing for that 
immortality for which he deſizns me? Is my frame fo brittle 
as to need his perpetuzl care and direction to preſerve it, and 
ſhall 1 trifle away opportunities for ſecuring eternal happineſs, 
preſuning my life will be prolonged, yet provoking the God 
in whoſe hand it is to cut it ſhort? Is one day of pain and ſick- 
neſs ſo heavy an affliction to me? How warm fnould be my gra- 
titude to God, who hath preſerved me flom fo many to which 
my frailty and my fins expoſed me; Who hath given and con- 
tinued to mea healthful conflitution, and who hath granted 
me to paſs another day chearfully, and to conclude it in eaſe ! 
3. Tyr cemion prote7ign af the divine providence, and /up- 
plies of the divine bounty we have erjoyed through the day, 
full in the evening be reflected on and acknowledged with 
humility and gratitude, | | 
How many ate the accidents fatal to ks health or eaſe or life 
of man, and how many the daily ſufferers by them of which 
Every news pa,er gives us an account ! The articles of this 
Kind make up near a quarter of our news, —Sufferers by the 
violence, paſſions, and wickedneſs. of other men, by the rage of 
mad creatures, or the uopguvernasl: fury of hof ſes and other 
animals, by the fall of houſes, walls, or other heavy bodies, 
by falls ia riding or walking, by boats and veſſels overſer, and 
the likce.—-H:ve another day palt unhurt throagh fo many 


acclieatal eis, yea, for many days and years, aad been ac- 
quainted 
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quainted sich them enly as matter of news ? And ought I not 
gratefully to think of my obligations to his providence who 
hath ſecured me againſt them? — Have I owed my ſecurity 
from ſome of theſe to my own prudence and well governed 


paſſions, and am | not even here indebted. to God, who hath given 


me this prudence, and whoſe goſpel and whoſe grace have great- 
Is afiifed me to avoid the evils attending on ungoverned paſ- 
fioas ? Dol owe my exemption from more of thoſe evils to the 
circumſtances wherein | am placed, and ſhould I not be thank- 
ful to God who hath aſſigned me a firuation more ſaſe and eaſy? 

Is it owing to the well orderzd conſtitution of things about me, 
or to the natural ſtrength and ſavicity with which moſt men 
are endowed, that fat il accidents are not more numerous, or 
that they paſs ſafe through thoſe which ſurround them? And 


are we not indebted to his wiſe goodneſs, who formed and 


maintains this regular conſlitution in the world about us; and 
M ho endowed mankind with ſuch ſtrength or ſhgacity for 


declining or ſarmounting the numerous accidental evils to 


which afterall we are liable! 
Arp if beſides the accidents to which ths com mon frailty 
of our make expoſes me, I have eſcaped others to which my 
cen folly or viciouſueſs laid me open, have been kept from 
Preaking my bones, when intemperance had diſabled me to 
take care of myſelf, or from fatal quarrels and injuries to 
which my ungoverned peſions had cxpoied me, ought I not 
to be doubly thinkful teGod, who Red me when I moſt 
veeded his care, but was moſt auzvertby of it? In ſhort, when we 
conſider how many the profcfiions are, and bow numerous the 
perſons under each, whoſe ſole buſineſs it is to guard apatull 


the evil accideats to which every day gives birth, or to relieve 


thoſe who have beea hurt-by them, we mult fee e to 2c 


Knowledge the divine care and goodneſs for every day, which 


we conclude ſaſe ſrom the attack of any of theſe. And When 
we conſiler. how many the * accidents are agaigſt which no 


human prudence or ſtren2th can provide, and which yet may 


prove fatal to our caſe or life, ſuch as the flip of a For, the ſtart- 
. ing 
Bid quiſque vite!, nunqu2m homin ſatis 
os neſt in hora: —LIORAT. od. 13. I. 2. 


OE DD (So Ee IT RS, n WW I fe IE ns tn Yb ng 47557 "ou © 
8 JJC 181. nnd ay Por CY IS 
ate Fe Pe NEE IG , e a Ee AERO . K WES ap : 


. 8 3 We . V * 9 5 

8 SHEEN © VOY AAA 7 S245 Be N. 8 N R \ e + p 5 

N . N pore 9 3 Mey 8 55 ER IO EAI peo r 
N Dr 153 er n 2 N. F454 Op 5 Ie. 7 3 O 


e 
5 Wee KS ie ere tly IT RS 


8 U ²⁵˙-!——wÜ..!̃²vův ˙—⁰ LU A "7 
Bo e I Sg Pons 
VEG LILLE RC VVV 


alifted and recommended. 


ing of a hor/e, the fall of a 7il-, and the likes, no reaſonable 
perſon can think himſelf ſafe, until he hath inſured the pro- 
tection of that God, whoſe wiſdom aid power coniroul what 
we call chance and accident, a0 bt * wyom nt a ſparrow falls 
to the ground, and by whom even the hairs of our head are nanversd, 

AND as the / ty fo the /afpltes of every day thould in the 
evening taiſe our thoughts to God, whole boanty forniſhes 
them. Havel wanted for no 2504 thing another day? Hath 
my table been ſpread, and my cup filled? Is my habitation 
convenient, and my cloathing warm and decent? All theſe 


bleſſiags it is evident I owe to Gol, who continually produces 


and maintains the various animals whote.fl-ih ſupports me, or 
vrhoſe fleeces cloth me, was formed the wheat, the barley, and 
the vine; whole earth nourithes all theſe, who clouds water 
them, and whoſe ſun raiſes the proper juices, waica ſwell and 
form the ears of corn and the cluſters of the vine. Dol owe 


my abundant enjoyment of theſe to the circumiiances wherein 


I] was born or educated ? And am I uot obliged for this fa. 
vourable fituation to the great Father of Len appointed 
my birth in it; when he might have ordered to be born to 
penury and labour? Are theſe good things in hs degres the 


fruits of my own /2;1] and induſtry ? And are chey not aifo the 


fruits of the divine grndne/s, Wa9 gave me my Kill and trength 
for labour, who preſerves theſe, and who bleſſes the labours 
of my hands ? It is evident therefore that we ought every day 
at our tables to trace up the ſtreams of good with which we 
are refreſhed to the great fountain f.om whence they proceed; 
and at the c'oſe of the day to look, back with wonder and gra- 
titude on that bounty, Which ſapplies our gu nergus returning 
wants, which hath inthe frame of the wo fd made fuch abun⸗ 
dant proviſion for us, hath furniſhed us with fi and ſtrength 


* 


to procure theſe, or even prevented our defires and labours; 


and which when T e eyes of all wait uponit ſuffets none to be de- 


ſtitute, but o enelh its treaſures and ſati;icth the deſires of every 
living thine: 


Ac Alx, ſome of the moſt valuable ſatisfactions of the day 


proceed from the friendſhip and good qualities of our relations 
* Matt, x. 29, 30. + Pal. clv. 15, 19, or 
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or acquaintance, and even ſor theſe: our gratitude ſhould aſcend 
to God, who formed them with all their abilities and diſpo- 
ſitions to delight and do us good, and whoſe providence placed 
us amidit them. This and every bleſſing of the day we receive 
from God, either mediarely or immetiately ; and did we every 
evening thus trace them up to their jource, the pleaſures of 
gratitude to God, and oi a cheartul hope and confidence ia 
this immenſe beuiguity which weexpeilcace ts be coaltintly 
concerned for our happineſs, would be found much gleater, 
than what an afiluence of external good things, joined with a 
ſorgetfulneſs of Gad, could yield us. 

4. The occurrences of the day wherein the providence of 
God hath maniſeſt=d his love to piety aud virtue, or his dif- 
pleaſure againit the contrary diſpoſitions, ſhould at the <lole of - 
the day be ſcrioully reflected on by us. 


Taz word of God contains various promiſes to the pious 
and righteous, aud thicatenings apainkt the wicked and thoſe 
who forget God; and the accomplibment of thele in the courle 
of his providence is a proof of the faith/ulre/s of God, which 
it is good to ſbev forth ewviry night, Our Author had an eye to 
theſe, as appears from the following paſſapes of the pſalm. O 
Lord, how great are thy works, and thy thoughts are very deep ! 
A brutiſh man knoweth not, neither doth a fool underſtand this 
ohen the wicked ſpring and fliuriſs as the graſs, it is that 7hey 
ſpall te defiroyed for ever, The wicked ſhall be jcattered, but the 
rizhious hall flouriſt as the paln-tree ; which works its way 
through the greateſt oofiruRtions and opprefiicns, 

Have we therefore obſerved auy iuftances wherein perſons 
have entangled themſelves by lying and fraud, loft the credit 
they aimed to ſecure, aud by !oling their credit ſuffered more 
in their worldly intere!ts, than the propoſed gain of unrighte* 
duſneſs could countervail ; while in other caſes we have ſeen 
an honeſt ſimplicity and ftlea l integrity ſecuring reputation 
and riches.? Let us obſerve th: truth of God in the accompliſh» 
ment of theſe declarations, I The ig of truth ſpall be eſta- 
Sliſhed forever, but a = tongue is but for a moment. The wicked 
are ſnared i in the Works & their von mands, bit the juft ſoall come. 

Prov. xii. 36, . 1 111. 16. Pial. ix. 16. out 
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out of trouble. Wiſdom hath in her le F hand riches and honour. 
Have we ſeen intemperauce or impurity remarkably deſtroying 
health, or inflaming the paſſions, loſing a man frieads, and 
engaging him in quariels ? Let us obſerve the courſe of 
events fulfilling the warnings of the divine wiſdom, * V 
hath woe ? Who hath forrow ? Wha bath babbling? Who hath” 
wounds without cauſe ? Who hath red ness of eyer ? They that farry 
long at the wine ; which though it ſmiles im the cup, bites like 
a ſerpent, and flings like an adder. Let net thine heart gecline 

 efter a flrange woman ; for ſhe hath caſt down many wounded, yea, 
many ſtrong men have been ſlain by ber. Her houſe is the way to 
Bell, going down 10 the chambers of death. While on the contra- 
ry the + wi/dem of fearing God, and abſtaining from theſe ex- 
ceſſes, is health to the navel, and marrow to the bones, The Tvajs of 
abſdom are ways of pleaſantne/s, and all ber paths are peace. 


Have we ſeen perſons entangled-and ruined by bad com- 
pany, who before this intimacy promiſed well; and others by 
a good choice of their acquaintance continually improving in 
wiſdom, goodneſs, and reputation? Let us acknowledge the 

_ faithfulneſs of God fulfilling the declaration, f He that walket hᷣ 
with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe, but the companion of fools ſhall be den 
ſiroyed. Or have we obſerved the generous and charitable ta 
ſucceed remarkably, and the ſordidly avaricious as remarka- 
bly failing of the wealth to which they ſacrificed every thing 
Let us own a faithful God verifying the declaration, & He that 
giveth tothe poor lendeth to theLord,andthar which he hathgiven will 
he pay him again. There is that Seattereth, and yet increaſeth; there 
ts that with-holdeth more than is meet and it tendetb to poverty. 

_ Ir would be endleſs to attempt enumerating every inflance, 
theſe hints are ſufficient for guiding the thoughts to ſuch te- 
flections on the faithfulneſs of God, as are not only good [| fo 
few us that the Lord is upright, but to teach us the true wiſe 
dom of attending to the warnings of the divine wiſdom, and 
adhering to its counſels ; and of not being ſeduced by any 
flattering appearances of pleaſure or intereſt into the crooked 
paths of vice, unrighteouſneſs, impiety, and deſtruction. 

PR- 
* Prov, xxiii. 29, 32. vii. 25, 27. + Pror. ! iii. * 
1 Prov. xili. 20. f XIX, 17. xi. 132 al. xeii, 1 5 
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Yi prev LIAR guidance, alſiflance, or Ku in affairs temporal 
or /piritual during the day, are inſtances of the goodneſs and 


faithfulneſs of God, proper to be reflected upon and acknow- 


ledged in the evening. 


Tus favourable influences of God on the human mind, 
though in their nature /ecret, are yet real; and certainly to be 


inferred from the benignity of our Maker, from our need of 


them, and from the many expreſs declarations and promiſes of 
his word. And they are not always fo ſecret, but the pious and 


conſiderate may ſometimes diſtinguiſh them; or from their 


effects with a good degree of certainty diſcern them. It is a 


Counſel of the divine wiſdom with a great promile annexed to 


kim that obſerves it,“ Truft in theLord with all thine heart, and 
lean not unto thine own underſtanding ; in all thy aways acknowss 
ledge him, and he ſhall direct thy paths, Have we complied witlr 
the advice, and in conſequence of it in an important and du- 
bious affair had thoſe hints and obſervations ſtrongly preſented 


to our minds, which purſued have guided us to a happy iſſue? 


We are to acknowledge herein the goodneſs and faithfulneſs 
of God. And even ſuppoſing extraordinary influences have not 
been always granted us, in affairs wherein we have remarka- 


bly ſucceeded ; yet as the prudence and moral abilities we arg 


poſſeſſed of, and the inſtructions of the ſcripture, are origi- 
nally from God, we have a juſt foundation for gratefully 


aſcribing our ſueceſs to him. 


 Havz I in a difficult and important trial approved myſelf 
to God, preſerved a calmneſs and meckneſs of ſpirit amidſt 
Arong provocations, or a ſteady integrity amidſt tempting op- 
portunities for unrighteous gain, or an unſullied purity when 
furrounded by the moſt ſoothing attracti ves of unlawful plea- 
fare ? Did the great rules and encouragements of religion offer 


themſelves ſtrongly to my mind, when 1 moſt needed their 


aid; and enable me thus to preſerve the freedom, peace, and 


purity of my mind, and brighten my hopes of the divine ap- 


probation ? Let me thankfully acknowledge the truth and 


grace of God fulfilling the promiſe, that if + ave work out our | 
bun ſalvation, he will work in us to will and to do: That his 


* Prove iii. 5, ©, + Phil. ji. 12. 2 Cor. xii. 9 race 
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grace ſhall be ſufficient fir us, and his frength appear the more i] 
laſtrious in our weakneſs. Have my diligence and integrity been 
remarkably proſpered, and have they, whoſe oppoſition I ap- 
prehended, rather forwarded me? Let me praiſe a God of 
truth who fulfills the promiſe ; that * his bleſſing is in the houſe 
of the righteous ; and that when a man's ways pleaſe the Lerd, on 
maketh even bis enemies to be at peace with bim. | : 


Wear this a proper place to relate at large particular hiſto- 
ries of private life, I could mention ſeveral, wherein the di- 
vine guidance and bleſſing have been dillinguiſhable in reward - 
ing piety and integrity; as diſtinguiſhable as in the ſcripture 
hiſtories, of God's guiding the + Servant of Abraham, reſtrain- 
ing by Abigail the raſh fury of David, or ſaving Mordecai and 
the Jewiſh nation from utter deſtruction by occaſionally read- 
ing an account of his ſervices to the King of Perſſa, one night 
when he could not ſleep. Burt 'it is more proper to leave you 
from your owa reading, experience, or obſervation, to fur» 
niſh yourſelves with inſtances of this ſort. Let me however ob- 
ſerve for the ſatis faction of the molt rational, that it is as agreea- 
ble to rea/or as to F<ety that we aſcribe our ſuccels to God ; 
that even where no uncommon influences on the mind are ſup- 
poſed, yet as the nature and courſe of things, from which they 
would derive theſe advantages, were originally appointed, and 
are ſtill maintained by God; as our own fill and abilities, na- 
tural good inclinations, and even our acquired excellencies, are 
in a great degree his gi/t3 ; ſo by juſt conſequence, it is as rational 
us it is good, at the cloſe of every day, to aſcribe the bleſſings we 
have enjoyed in it to God, rom whom cometh dogun every good, and 
every per ſect gift ; who proſperethᷣ the labour of dur hands, and the 
counſels of our mines ; and buildeth up the houſe, and that with- 
out him they wvould labour in vain, who ſtrove to raiſe it. 


6. Ax T remarkable deliverances from evil we have been fa- 
voured with in the day, ſhould be reſlected on and acknow- 
ledged with peculiar gratitude, as inſtances of the kind and 
faithful providence of God. | _ Cong 


prov. i NH. 33. xvi. 7. + Gen, xxiv. 1 Sam. xxv. 
Eſt. vi. James i. 17. Pial. xc. 17. cxxvii. 1. 
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Coxsip IRI the frailty of our make, and the many ac- 
cidenta] evils amidft which we are converſant, it is highly 
probable ; that through the care of the divine providence we 
eſcape every day unſeen evils, and dangers which we never 
| apprehended. If God“ keep our foot from falling, the pre- 

ſervation is as real, and the obligation at leaſt as great; as if 
when we fell, he kept all our bones that not one of them avas bro 
ten. We ſhould therefore at the cloſe of the day gratefully own 
the tender care of our heavenly Father, if we have been kept 
from the appearance of danger. But it often happens that God 
permits us to ſee our danger, that we may be the more af- 
fected with our obligations co his watchful providence ; and 
in this caſe we ſhould comply with this deſign, and with a 
warmth of gratitude own our obligation. Have we been te- 
markably turned off from an acquaintance or commerce with 
perſons, where it might have been fatal either to our reputa- 
tion, virtue, or proſperity ? Have the good offices or ſeafora- 
ble viſit of a friend relieved us ſrom great uneaſineſs of mind, 
or external diſtreſs ? Have we narrowly eſcaped the fall of a 
fone, the blow of an enraged enemy, or the ſtroke of a furious 
beaft ; when perhaps theie has not been an inch between us 
and death? Has a judicious preſcription reſtored our kealth,and 
prevented the death we feared ? We ought at the cloſe of the 
day with gratitude to aſcribe theſe bleſſings to God, who 
formed all human minds with all their abilities and inclina- 


tions to do good, and who over-rules them, and reſtrains their 


Wrath; who direQs what we call chance, and from whom the 
efficacy of medicines is derived, and who hath fituated us ſa 
| Happily for enjoying theſe reliefs and deliverances. 


TERRE can hardly any evil be mentioned ſrom which God 
may not deliver ns,merely by favourably influencing our minds 
or the minds of others, Theſe influences are generally /ecret, 
but ſometimes evidently to be diflinguiſhed, Let me mention 
an inſtance or two, + Dr. Sancreft, afterwards Archbiſhop, 
eoming into an inn in cold weather, while they were preparing 
| his room, ſeated himſelf in the corner by the kitchen fire; he 

had ſat but a little while, when he felt a ſtrong impulſe cn his 


®* Pſal, cxvi. 8. xxxiv. 20. D- Meore's Life, p. 129. 
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mind that he muſt quit his place, and he had no ſooner left it, 
but the chimney fell in, and would have killed him but for that 
ſecret warning, A Miniſter, Mr. Fla vel as I remember, was by 
an uncommon impreſſion on his mind determined at a late 
hour to viſit one of his hearers, whom he found in the utmoſt 
horror of mind, and juſt about to defiroy himſelf 5; which his 
viſit and his converſation prevented. In theſe inſtances the di- 
vine interpoſition was Aiſtinguiſbable; we may bt in reality as 
much obliged to it where it is not; and ought therefore to uſe 


our reaſon in tracing up the deliverances of the day to the: 


gocdneſs of our great Preſerver, and conclude it with 2 
warm acknowledgment of our obligations, 


7. Weg ſhould obſerve and own the wiſdom and kindneſs of 
God even in the a lictions and di/appointments of the day. 
Hav I been croſſed in the eager purſuit of wealth? And 
did I not need this check, to convince me of my folly in ſeek+ 
ing a worldly happineſs with ardour and unwearied induſtry; 
while I fooliſhly negleRed to ſeek true ſatisfactioa where it 18 
certainly to be found, in the improvement of my mind,and the 
favour of God, and the well founded hopes of immortality 
and where if I honefly and induſtriouſly ſought it, I was ſure 
not to be diſappointed ? Have my health and eaſe been inter- 


Tupted by pain and fickneſs ? And did I not need this diſei- 


pline to cure my extreme fon dneſs for the world, and for ſen- 
ſual good; to convince me thoroughly that I was mortal, and 
that my great concein was to pleaſe God that 1 might be bap- 
Py forever, and toquicken mein this great work ? [3 it not fit- 
ted to“ produce theſe fruits of righteouſuęſt, and if it produce 
them, will not the diſpenſation be a proof of the wiſe love of 
my heavenly Father, and deſerve to be acknowledgel with a 
peculiar gratitude ? Have I been ill uſed where 1 expected and 
deſerved quite different treatment? Might notGod wiſely per- 
mit this to teach me the true wiſdom, of expectiag the main 
cf my happineſs from him and from myſelf ; and with regard 
| to others to eſteem it my great concern to do them all the 
good I can, and their concern, not mine, what returns they 
make me; ſor then the reflections of a good conſcience, and 
„ Heb. xii. 11, | the 
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the certain approbation and rewards of God attending this 
ſteady poodneſs of diſpoſition, would make me happy now 
and forever ? Has the ungoverned anger of others given me 
great uneaGneſs ? And does God wiſely permit it, to make 
me mote ſenſible. of the gvil of this vice in myſelf ; ſince 1 
cannot but reflect, that violent anger is equally unbecoming, 
equally offenſive, and perhaps more miſchievous in me, than 
in the perſon who hath eccaſioned me this uneafiuels ? If we 
did thus reflect upon, and thus improve the diſsgreeable oc- 
- Eurrences of the day, we might change them into bleſſings; 
and if God hath qualified us thus to alter their nature, and to 
make an advantage of what is moſt diſagreeable, and directs 
ſuch events with a deſign that we might thus improve them; 
we are greatly indebted to his wiſe geodnels, and ſhould 1a 
the evening thankfully own it. 


3. Tut advantages and opportunities we have had another 
day for improving in piety and virtue, and ſucceſsfully pro- 
ſecuting immortal bleſſedneſs, ſhould be obſerved and owned 
as inſtances of the divine benignity, 

Tus generality are 2 obliged to God every day, where 
they /eaft apprehend the obligation. If life be improveable for 
the acquiſition of divine and eternal felicity, it is chiefly to be 
valued in its relation to eternity; and it is in this reſpec in- 
finitely valuable. But the generality, though God give to them 
day after day thus improveable, neither regard nor improve 
liſe for this noble purpoſe, and conſequently ate inſenſible how 
much they owe on this account to the divine mercy ; though 
in reality their inſenſibleneſs and waſte of life heighten their 
obligations, demonſtrating the infinite patience of God; who 
prolongs their capacity for this eternal happineſs, of which 
their ingratitude and continued negle& have rendered them 
Utterly unworthy. While reaſon and life continue we may all. 
do that work of God which he will eternally reward; all acquire 
and improve in that temper, which will prepare us to enjoy 
forever the happineſs of angels and ofGod's heavenly kingdom. 


eh wa 2 deſign that I Mould thus improve my time, God 
hath 
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hath maintained another day the regular flow of my blood and 
Y ſpirits, and the rational powers of my mind; when he might 

have ſtopped their courle, and have deprived me of that rea- 
fon or life | would not improve. Perhaps I had waſted all my 
former days, how great then his mercy in granting me ano- 
ther day, a tim to recent, and in continuing with me pecu- 
liar advantages for becoming wiſe and good and happy ! How 
great indeed this mercy, and how deſerving of a better return 
thang | have made to it; who perhaps have added this day to 
the many I have loſt, or worſe than loſt, ſpent in indulging thoſe 
paſſions, or contracting thoſe ill habits, which unfit me for an- 
{wering here the great end of my creation, and for being hap- 
Py hereafter! Was God ſo good after my numerous provocations 
as to continue my life another day, that I might yet live for eter- 
nity? I adore his merey, I am overcome by it, will comply with 
his deſign, and live for immortality, nor ever loſe another day, 


O ſuppoſing I have lived piouſly and obediently, yet as I 
may grow much better, and in proportion to my preſent im- 
provements in every good quality, I ſhall be ranked in glory 
and happineſs for ever; I am greatly indebted to God for 
every day he adds to my life, of which I may make ſuch ad- 
vantage. Have I had it in my power another day, and been 
favourably ſituated for this purpoſe, to grow in the know- 
ledge and love of God and of Jeſus, to render my faith more 
firm, my rega'ds to them more conſtant, and my devotedneſs 
to the will of God more entire? And how much do I owe to 
his goodneſs, who hath thus put it into my power to enjoy 
nobler ſatisfactions at preſent than the whole world can yield 
me; and to improve in that temper which will prepare me to 
+/eeGod as he is, procure me near acceſs to his throne in heaven, 
and to the preſence of the Redeemer, the enjoyment of brighter 
and larger views of the perfections and works of God, and con- 
ſequently for eternity, the happineſsof a more exalted devotion ? 

Os have [I had peculiar advantages of improving in that 
goodneſs of diſpoſition, that love to mankind, which conſti- 
tutes me moſt _ unto God ; and for praQifiog thoſe _— 


Mm Rer. ii. 21. Matt. v. 8. 1 John iii. 2. R 
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of charity and beneficence which will be ⸗ recompenct Lu ich the 
ſmiles of God and the riches of heaven ? How great this fa- 
your, fince I am aſſured hat awhar/cever a man ſoweth that 
ſhall he alſo reap ; and that he ab ſoaveth bourtifully ſpall reap 
bountiful'y l Or am Jas yet greatly cefective in the command 
ever my paſſions ? Is an angry, a ſenſual, or a covetous diſpo- 
ſition yet too ſtrong in me; and am | ordhtly defective in 
that meakneſs, purity, or benevolence of temper, which are 
neceſſary clearly to aſcertain my intereſt in the favour of God, 
and to put me into a good preparation for the joys of perfeRt 
holineſs and perfect charity and friendſhip ? What thanks are 
due to God who hath given me another day, that I might 
{ cleauſe my/el If frem all filthineſs of ficſh and ſpirit, thus enjoy 
my ſelſ in a better manner here, prepare for a death more full of 
peace and hope, and for & a mere abundant entrance into theeverlaſt- 
ing kingdon of our Lor d and Savicur Je us Corift - / Whether I have 
made this good uſe of the day or not, it was in reality capable 
of. being thus employed; of fo great value therefore was it in it- 
ſelf, and anſwerably great my obligation to the God of my life. 
N Dip we accuſtom ourſelves to look upon life and time in 
this light, as the opportunity for ſecuring everlaſting happi- 
neis, or enlarging our intereſt in it we ſhould be excited to the 
beſt improvement of life, 2ndſhamed out of the waſte of 


whati is more worth than the world; we ſhould poſſeſs a firm 
ſatisfaction and unfailiog joy amidK all the diſappointments of 


life : Becauſe however we failed in leſs important purſuits, 
continual ſucceſs would attend ohr labours for immortality, 
and we ſhould cloſe every day wich the warmeſt gratitude to 
God, the length of our days, who introducing us into life de- 
ſigned our everlaſting happineſs, and who by continuing our 
lives defigns the increa/e of our bleſſedneſs and glory to eternity. 
Theſe reflections have brought me inſenſibly to the 


IId Part of my deſign, to repreſent the pradical aſes we 
ſhould make of our obſervation on the daily inſtances of the di- 
vine providence and goodneſs, and this 1 mall do at large in 
the next diſcourſe. 


— 


* 


* Luke xiv. 14. + Gal. vi. 7. 2 Cor. ix. 85 12 Cor. vii, 1. 
$ 2 Pet. i. 11. 


S E RN G RR 
of the chief duties to which the inſtances 
of the divine providence and goodneſs 


_ evagy evening gives us occaſion to ob- | 


ſerve, oblige 1 us. 


P 5 4 L N xcii. 2. 
— And thy faithfalueſ every nighlt. 


N diſcourſing on theſe words I have reprefented to you 
ſome of the principal inſtances of the providence and 
goodneſs of the Deity, which every evening gives us OC- 
caſion to obſerve, ſuch as—the couſtant, regular, and uſeful 
ſucceſſion of night to day—the continuance of our health and 
reaſon and active powers throughout the day—the common 


protection and ſupplies of the divine providence—the occurs 


renees of the day which have manifeſted God's peculiar ap- 
probation of piety and virtue, or his diſpleaſure agaiaſt the 
contrary temper—any peculiar guidance, aſſiſtance, or ſucceſs 
in affairs temporal or ſpiritual granted to ourſelvez=or any 
remarkable deliverances from evil—the wiſdomand goodneſs of 
God viſible in the afflictions and diſappointments of the day 
and fiaally, the advantages we have had for improving ia piety 


and goodneſs, and t hus living for immortality, It remains that, 
II. { now diſtinctly repreſent the practical aſis we ſhould 


make of our daily experience and obſervation of the provi- 
dence and goodneſs of God, or the duties to which they oblige 
us. I muſt omit ſeveral, becauſe taken notice of in the firſt 
diſcourſe, and would recommend to your dilizent chearful 
practice the following. | 


1. By thoſe daily inſtances of the divine providence and 
goodneſs we ſhould be convinced of God's abſolute property 
in us, and determined to devote ourielves to him, “ and to gla- 
rify him with our bodigs and with our ſpirits, wvhich are his. 

1 Cor. vi. 20. Plal. c. 2, 3. HH Wu ar 
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War can found a right to love and obedience, if the fa; 
vours of God to us are not allowed to be the firme ſt foundati- 
On ? Who not only gave us being and life at firſt, but conſtant- 
ly preſerves them. Who not only * in the beginning fitted up the 


world for our maintenance and delight ; but continually ac- 


tuates and preſerves it, darts the ſan-beams, raiſes and again 
pours down the vapours, maintains the right temperature of 
the air, brings forth fruit out of the earth, and by his unweari- 
ed energy produces all the beauty and good which the inani- 
mate creation preſcats to us. Who by his conſtant influence 
Preſerves the health and vigour of our bodies, and the rational 
exerciſe of our mental powers, by bis watchful providenc? 
turns off the evils to which our frailty expoſes us, is the re- 
mote author of all the good we reap from our own prudence 
or induftry, or receive from the good qualities and kindneſs 
of others ; and who continues all thoſe bleflings with us, that 
by a grateful ſenſe and a right improvement of them we might 
be qualified to poſſeſs infinitely better bleſſings for ever. If we 
cannot exert a power which is not given and preſerved to us 
by him, ſurely we ought to exert it agreeably to his will, and 
for his honour who is the God of our lives. If every good 
we enjoy be the gift of his bounty, ſurely we ought to obſerve 
His rules of temperance and charity in enjoying it. And if 
God u>ho!d us in life, that by gratitude and obedience to 
Him during our ſtate of prabation we might be qualified for 
everlaſting bleſſedneſe, ſurely we ought with the moſt zealous 
gratitude to devote our felves to the obedience of his Jaws, and 
make it the great concern of life to pleaſe him, to diſcharge 
the duties which he hath aſſigned as while here, and prepare 
ourſelves to enjoy the felicity which he hath provided for us 
in heaven. Had God made us, and then abandoned the care of 


ue, we might have queſtioned our obligations to love or obey 
him; but when he not only introduced us into life in order to 


our being happy, but with a tender care and unwearied kind- 
neſs purſues the deſign, and every day gives us a thouſand 
proofs of his good will, ſhall not we be without excuſe un- 
grateful and guilty, if we neglet JON to devote oui ſelves 


10 his ſervice, and to live accordingly ? 
* Gea i, $6 | Tet 
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Lr us therefore when we conclude a day thus reflect. How 


many the bleflings I have this day enjoyed, health, reaſon, 


friends, liberty, the beauties of the world about me, the con- 
veniencies of life, and ſecurity from its evils, advantages for 
the nobler ſatisfactions of goodneſs and devotion, and the hopes 


of immortality ! Theſe are bleſſings with which the mercy of. 


God hath filled another day of my life, yea, thouſands of my 


days paſt; and all this he has done in order to my being per- 


ſectly happy for millions of ages to come ! But what have 
my returns been this day, and for many days paſt? Have L 
cheriſhed a grateful ſenſe of his benefits in morning and 
evening devotion ? Have I attended to the duties of the 
Ration he allotted me, and diſcharged them, acting under 
the influeac? of jaſtice, integrity, benevolence, and charity to 
all arouid me? Have I conſidered ſeriouſly the value of that 
everlaſting bleſſedneſs to which he invites me, and employ- 
ed life in ſecuring it, in wearing out thoſe corrupt ' paſſions 
which would unfic me for a ſpiritual and divine happineſs, and 
cultivating thoſe diſpoſitions that qualify for it ? Or have [ 
not lived forgerſul of the God who is continually mindful of 
me for good, and negligent of thoſe returns of gratitude of 
which I was capable? Notwithſtanding theſe 'unworthy re- 


turns, his favours have filled another day of my life, and ſhall 


I be longer ungrateful ? J cannot bear the thought of being 
o- ill love the God whoſe goodneſs to me is unwearied, 
* tome leſs than the leaſt of his favours —1I will employ the ac- 
© tive powers which he hath given me, and the bleſſings which 
© he beſto s in acts of piety to God and beneficence to men 
« From this time forth I am the Lord's in purpoſe ns well as 
* by right ; nor ſhall one day more filled with his benefits be 
| © filled with ingratitude and diſobedience, or paſs without 
„ ſome proper teſtimonies of my entire devotedneſs to him.” 


2. Does every day furniſh ſo many proofs of the conſtant 
preſence, and unwearied care and goodneſs of God? Let us live 
attentive to his preſence, Pudiousto pleaſe, and fearful to ofitnd h him. 


God is inviſible to ſeaſe, and ſecond cauſes conceal hi- aQion 


from our immediate view; yet our reaſon and a reflection vp- 
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on the experience of every day diſcover him to us, and by ſe. 
rious meditation we ſhould keep him in view. He who 
ſupports our lite, and preſerves our reaſon aid active powers, 
- mult be preſent, and 4row in what manner we employ the 
powers he preſerves, He who conſtantly guides and moves 
 2na"nimate matter in the production of plants and trees, of 
grain and fruit, muſt be preſent throughout the world he thus 
actuates, and ſee how we employ. the blufli.gs his bounty con- 
tinually bettows. And if he be thus preſent wich us, and we 
owe him for every good, and depend abſolutely upon him for 
time and tor eternity, it is clear we ouyht to live attentive to his 
preſence which every day, every hour, and every enjoyment 
gives, to refteſh our ſenſe of it; and to be above all things 
concerned to pleaſe him, and ſearful to offen d. | 


How, grezt the guilt of continued ingratitude to that God 
. who gives us all things lo enjoy, or of abuſing his gifts by 
intemperance ; ; and ſhall we continue to be guilty of it under 
his eye, whoſe hand ſupplics the bleſſings we abuſe, and who 
hath infinitly better bleſſings i in lore for thoſe, who are thank» 
ful for his. favours and improve them ? Are cur rational and 
active powers continued to us by him, and ſhall we date to 
employ them in acts of violence and injuſtice, diſturbing the 
peace and happinelg of his creation under his eye; whoſe ten- 
der providence and inexhauſtible bounty prove, how much 
he is delighted with the happineſs of his creatures, and how 
much he muſt be diſplesſed with thoſe who are the authors 
of evil and wietchedneſs ? Oa the contrary, how chear- 
fully ſhould we practiſe inſtances of kindneſs, meakneſs, bene- 
Acence, and compaſſion, under the view of a God, who by 
his conſtant beneficence to us and to the world proves that theſe 
are greatly his delight! What matter of joy is it that we may 
thus intereſl ourſelves in his ſpecial favour, who hath all 
hearts in his hand, and all natural cauſes under his perpetual di- 
rection; and what can be ſo much our concern as to be well 
with him? Let us therefore with chearfulneſs and zeal diſcharge 
throughout the day the various duties of life, animated by the 


| hope of n this infnitely great and good Being, whoſe 
eu. vi. 17. preſence 
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pteſence we feel in ourſelves, and whoſe iofluences we every 
where diſcern in the wor!d around us; and whoſe unwearied 
patience with a guilty race, whoſe tender providence and in- 
exhauftible bounty demonflrate, how much they are his delight, 
who promote his deſigns” of the happineſs of his creatures, 
and how largely he can reward them at laſt; and will reward 
them, when they are qualified for the fulneſs of bliſs. 

3. Doxs every day give numberleſs proofs of the watchful 
providence and ever diffuſive bounty of God, and every even- 
ing call us to obſerve and reflect upon them ? Let us cloſe ey2- 
ry day with proper acknowledments of theſe, in ſecious fer- 
vent prayers and pra!/es. : | 

| Iy the health and reaſon we have another day enjoyed have 
been preſerved to us by God, if his bounty hath * ſpread our 
table and filled our cup, if his hand unſeen hath turned off from 
us numberleſs evils by which others have ſuffered, and he hath 
been graciouſly attentive to our temper and aRions, that he 
might cheriſh in us a pious and victuous diſpoſition, the tem- 
per of heaven, and aſſiſt and ſucceed our endeavours after his 
favour and life eternal ; if this be the truth of our caſe every © 
day with regard to God, how reaſonable is it, that we ſhould 
every night ſeciouſly reflect on theſe benefits, and devoutly cele- 
brate them; that we ſhould ia reverent and thankful addreſſes 
to God expreſs and increaſe our gratitude for his benefits, and 
our concern to render unto him according to the greatneſs and 
number of them. Is not this the leaſt we ſhould do, to oa 
every day how much we are obliged ? When God is un- 
wearied in conferring kindneſſes, ſhall we grow weary of aC- 
| knowledging them? Do not they (I appeal to their experi- 
ence) who negle& thus to own the goodneſs of God every 
evening, live in an habitual forgetfulneſs of him, and ſhame- 
fully inſenſible to the goodneſs which they continually ex- 
perience! And can ſuch perſons as think it too much in 
$5 eaſy a manner to cheriſh and expreſs their gratitude to 
God, think themſelves properly qualified to enjoy the eontinu- 
ance of his preſent bounty, much more for bis everlaſting love, 
and for the bliſs of heaven; a great part of which ariſes from 
contemplating: the divine perfeQions and works, and- from 

'* Pal. xxiit. 6. Ff 
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62 Evening Devotion 

corteſpondent ſentiments of veneration, gratitude, and love? 
AGain, have we acted another day under the obſervation 

of God, the courſe of whoſe providence ſhews him to be * 2 
lover of righteouſni/s, and an hater of iniquity ; and whoſe word 
aſſure us, that he obſerves our conduct in order to make pro- 
per and everlaſting retributions, when our time of trial is en- 
ded ; and does it not then become us at the cloſe of every 
day to conſider how we have behaved under his view, what 
we have behaved under his vie w, what we have done to pleaſe him, 
and wherein we have offended? ſhould we not before we cloſe our 
eyes in that ſleep, which, for ought we know, may end in death, 
and conclude our ſtate of trial, penitently implore his pardon 
of what we have done amiſs, and his grace to cheriſh our reſo- 
lutions of better obedience, accept our ſincere endeavours to 
pleaſe him and perfect every good diſpoſition in us; that ſo 
whether we awake in this world or in another, we may 
awake in his favour, to a piety and virtue of diſpoſition that 
will never fail, and to a happineſs that will continually in» 
creaſe and never have an end ? If God preſerves us while we 
are awake, muft we not much more want his preſerving care 
when we are utterly unable to take care of our ſelves ? And 
ought we not then to implore it with humility ? 

In ſhort, what are prayers and praiſes concluding every days 
other than natural acknowledgments of his metcies that have 
filled every day, and of our needing the care of God every 
night? And what is the omiſſion of this leſs then a practical 
denial, contrary to all reaſon, truth, and gratitude, that we 
have been the charge of his providence and bounty th:ough 
the day, and need his protection in the night? Let us therefore, 
as we would avoid the guilt of ſuch ingratitade, live happy in 
the tranſporting emotions of a grateful heart towards the great» 
eſt of benefactors, in a chearful confidence in God, a noble con- 
cern to be approved by him, and with hopes ſtill brightening 
and enlarging from his unbounded munificence both for time 
and eternity; as we would be qualified for his favour through 
life, and for the bleſſedneſs of knowing, praiſing, and loving 
bim perfectly hereafter. Let us + give thanks to the Lord, and 
fing prailes to the name of the Moft High ; forw forth bis loving 

» Pfal. xi. 5, 7. 1 Pſal. xcü. 1, 2. Ixxxir. V 
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lindsſi in the morning, and bis fuithfulneſi every night, We find 
' the pious King, amidſt all the cares and buſineſs of a kingdom, 
found leiſures for this work, and preferred the pleaſures of it 
before every other pleaſure ; and can we want leiſure or time 
for it, if we do not want a heart? 
4. As God preſerves us in life, that by improving itarightwe may 
bequalified for immontal oleſſædneſs we ihould /zwe for immortality, 
Wu N God has not confined his goodaels nor our hopes with 


in the narrow bounds of this life, certainly we ſhould not con- 
fine our concern within them. And if when his conſtant fa. © 


vours are greater than we deſerve, he yet allows us to regard 
theſe only as introductory to incomparabiy more valuable en- 
joy ments; we ſhould not by a contempt of them render ourſelves 
unworthy of that happineſs for which he graciouſly deſigns us, 
The exertion of the divine power, the attention of the di- 
vine wiſdom, and the communications of the divine bounty 
which we enjoy, or are witneſſes to every day, prove; that no 
happineſs is too great to be expected from theſe perfections, 
when the period is come in which God ſees it fit to confer com- 
pleat happineſs, He has mercifully * aſſured us, this period 
is at no greater diſtance than the end of this ſhort life ;. 
and that by cheriſhing gratitude, ſubjection, and dependents 
towards himſelf, by acting with integrity, benevolence, and 


compaſſion to our fellow men, and by preſerving our minds. 


undebaſed by ſenſual indulgences, and undiſturbed by violent 
and malicious paſſion ; and by cultivating a diſpoſition for the 
pleaſures of kaowledge, devotion, goodneſs, virtue, and friend- 
ſhip, we ſhall be entitled to this happineſs z and according to 
our higher improvements in this divine temper enjoy it in a2 
higher degree of perfection for ever. After this aſſurance, 
what can we ſee of real importance to ourſelves, but to cultivate 
this temper and praQiſe theſe virtues, and thus to be prepared 


for this happineſs ? This is the + great end of the divine provi- 


dence and governmeat with regard to man; certainly therefore 
it ſhould be the great object of our concern. 


SHALL we be ſatisfied, if a day, improveable for ſecuring 
life eternal, hath gone by us unimproved ? Shall God in vain 
Matt. v. 3—12. x. 41, 42. Luke xix. 15. exert 


+ Matt. xxviii, 18. Kom. viii 28. 1 Cor. iii. 21. 
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exert his petſections as to us, in vain cauſe the fun to riſe and 
ſet, in vein continue the order of the world about us, in vain 
ſupport the activity of our bodies and the rational powers of 
our minds ? No — when God is thus attentive to our happineſs, 
our immortal hzppineſs; Jet us, aſhamed of our paſt thought» 
leſſneſs, reſolve to be more attentive. When God deſigns us 
for the joys of angels and of heaven; let us be aſhamed to de- 
ſign ourſelves only for the pleaſure of brutes, and of a few un- 
certain days. How great the goodneſs of God in continuing 
our opportunity for the heavenly bleſſedneſs ! The moſt plea: 
fing return we can make him is to comply with his defign,and to 
be happy for ever. Let us therefore every evening count we 
have lived the day paſt no fuither, than we have lived for hea- 
ven; and begin every morning with ſerious and vigotous reſo. 
lutions of improving our intereſt in that bleſſedneſs, to light 


us on our way to which the ſun continues to ſhine,and to enable 
us to purſue whichGod continues our lives and moral powers. 


. Wire what ſecure and pleaſing confidence may che 
pious and good cloſe the day in /zep, or life in death ; purſuad - 
ed that this God, who with ſuch expence of power, wiſdom, . 
and benevolence, provides for them ſuitably, to a fate of trial, 
will make them happy in futurity, com pleatly bleſſed in eternity · 
Wx we yield to fleep we are for a time diveſted of all 
ability to take care of ourſelves, and ſubmit to a temporary 
ceſſation of our rational and powers. Innumerable are the 
evils which continually ſurprize ſome or other of the ſons of 
men while awake, in ſpite of all their ſtreogth, prudence, and 
caution. Who then ſhall anſwer for our ſafety wihle we ſleep ? 
Or who aſſure us of the return of our reaſon and activity after 
ſleep has for hours ſuſpended them? To theſe queſtions the 
pious and good are enabled, from the experience of the day, 
to give a ſatisſactory anſwer ; and they only. They know 
_ that to the continual exertion of the divine wiſdom and power 
they have been indebted for the life and health of the day; that 
the healthful flow of their blood and ſpirits, depend on the con · 
| ftant influence and direction of God; and that what they con- 
tribute to their own ſupport in the day is a trifle, in compari- 
fon to what they owe to the care and kindneſs of God, They 

ES WY Me” can 
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can therefore with a cheat ſul confidence truſt the whole of their 
ſecurity to the divine providence? during fleep, to which they 


aited and recommended. 


have been indebted for much che greateſt part of the bleſſings 


and ſafety of the day; and fl ep in 8 * when le that keep- 
eth Vrael neither flambers non, Jeeps. he, may chearſull: y ex- 
pect from God, to be rettaied wich freſh ſpirit aid vigour to 
the exerciſe of their rational aad ative powers in the morning 
after this ſhort ſuſpenſion 53 whea they have experienced his 
ever attentive wiſdom, his unwearied power and pgood- 

eſs through the day, darting the ſun-beams, animating the 
creation, and maintaining then in reaſon and health; though 
the exact ditection of ten thouſand fine ſprings and various in? 
tricate movements was neceſſary for this end. 


FurTHiR, as ſleep is the moſt natural image of death, and as 
we mult all after a little time ſleep to awake to more in this world ; 
and the ſoul ſoon quit the body by which it has ſo long acted, 
and eaj 'yed pleaſure, and the world, which hath isi 
ed to it ſuch a variety of delights 5 and as the concluſion of 
every day naturally leads the thoughtſul to the conſideration of 
that day, which mult be his laſt here; ſo his reflections on the 
divine favours, which have filled another and many paſt days 


of his life, enable him to thiak, with a pleaſing and firm aſſur- 


ance, of entering the new Rate, under the cire of the ſams 
God, who hath preſerved aud provided for him during this. 


Tu bounty of God in ſupplying every bleſſing proper for 
a ſtate of trial aſſures him, that as God hath given him nobler 
capacities for happineſs than can be filled here, he deſigned 
they ſhould be filled in ſome other Rate ; and that he will him- 
ſelf fill them, when an approved piety and obedience have qua- 
lied him for his fiual reward and for perfect happineſs. He 
reſlecte that to raiſe ind preſerve an immortal body, and raiſ⸗ 
the human ſoul to its proper perfeRion, cannot require more 

attention, ſkill and power, than God now ex2rts in preſerving 
this animal body, and a rational mind in ugion with it; and 
ok caged no . ee expence of power and NOI than that 

Pfl. eki. 4. | 
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by whieh God now preſerves this world, fit to ſupport and delight 
us, he can form or keep in order a world fitted for perfect happi- 
neſs ; That with the ſame eaſe, he now makes the body convey 
fo much knowledge, and miniſter ſo many pleaſures to the 
mind, he can without the mediatich of a groſs animal body, 
or by a more refined body, convey a more clear and extenſive 
knowledge, and far more excellent pleaſures to the ſoul, Firm- 
ly confiding therefore in theſe perfections, which he has al- 
ready experienced exerting themſelves in his preſervation and 
ſupply through life, he thinks with a ple:hrg impatience of 
entering another ſtate under the care of his heavenly Father, 
znd doubts not of enjoying in it a felicity correſpondent to the 
improvements he has made in piety and goodneſs to his large 
capacities of happineſs, and to what he has already ſeen and 
experienced of the inexhauſtible bounty and unwearied attenti- 
on of the Deity for his happineſs, and that of the reſt of man- 
kind through this life. 


Tun God, who by the grofs organs of the animal bole. 
gives him to enjoy in ſome degree the pleaſures of diſcerning 
and contemplating the divine perfeftion', and the grandeur 
and beauty of the divine works, and of correſpondent affee- 
tions to the greateſt and beſt of beings ; and who amidſt the 
numerous wants, ſelfiſn inclinations, and divided intereſts of 
this animal body, enables him to enjoy in a good degree the 
fatisfaftions of an extenſive benevolence and a generous friend- 
tip ; he carr certainly with equal eaſe give him to enjoy theſe 
pleaſures in a far greater perfection in the world of purity and 
immortaliiy. And as all his diſpenſations prove the perfection 
and happineſs of his creatures to be the great aim and delight of 
God; with a chearful aſſurance he expects to enjoy this per- 
feckion of happineſs in the next ſtate. Eſpecially ſince beſides 
his preſent experience of the divine benevolence, he hath the 
expreſs promiſes of his goſpel, * which hath brought lift and 


Immortality. to light. | 


LET ſuch ar tremble to enter ch ſtate wherein 
KO 


* Þ 2 Tim, i. FO, 


* 


ſenſible of his goodneſs to them in the preſent ſtate, nor ſtudied 
to anſwer it. He who hath conſidered and acknowledged God 
ss the author of all the good he hath enjoyed here, as his u and 
/hild, his guide and friend through life, can with joy eater a- 


nother ſtate under his conduct; aſſured that he who hath been 


the guide of his mortal life, will be his ſupport in death, and 
his pcrtion for ever; and that he whoſe faithfulneſs every day 


wicneſſes, and whe hath made good to him the promiſes of his 


word in regard to the preſent life, will abundantly make 
good the moce glorious promiſes which his goſpel contains, 
and which the + reſurr:2Qion of hi- Son hath confirmed, of com- 
pleat and everlaſting happineſs ; an inheritance inc -orruptible, 

and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved he the pious and 
good in his heavenly ting dom. 


HAVING broughtſthe pious perſon to this glorious end of 
his faith and hope, I will here conclude the account of the 
great duties to which our daily experience of the goodneſs and 
faithfulneſs of God obliges us, and to the practice of which 
ſetious te ſlectious on itevery evening would ftrongly excite us; 
and diſmils the ſubject after drawing two inferences from it. 


Frou what has been offered to your thoughts on this and 
the a ſubje you may learn, how friendly and ſubſervicn: 
reaſon and true phily/ophy are to religion and to divine revelation. 


RxveLaTION aſcribes all good to God, aſſerts that 1 every 


god and perſeT gift is from bim; that it is he 2049 haet bis fa 
te rie, and Jendeth rain, aud &ringet! fort ford out of the tarts; 
that in his hands is eur breath, ſds that bis are el! car was,; 
that it is God ah giveth us our daily bread, hips us during the 
night; and n74th rhe out-goings of the meruiug and evening 49 
r2joice, Reaſon alſo and Feten which is reaſon cultivated 
and employed in ſtudying the works of God, abundantly cog. 
firm theſe ſame truths. Reaſon employed i in ſtudying the frame 
of 
. pfal. Ixxxiv. 11. nt 22 3 Pet. 3s 4. 
t James i. 17. Matt. v. 45. Pfal. eiy, 14, 27. Dan, 
V. 23. Mitt, M. 1% % a hin $1 * 
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of the human ſou! and body zſſu-es us, that as nothing leſs 
than the wiſdom and power of God could form theſe curious 
and wonderful productions at firit, ſo theſe perſections alone 
Can continue the right order of both, Reaſon employed in 
frudying the frame of cur world diſcovers ten thouſand inltances 
of the all-comprehenſive widdom and almighty power of its 
Maker, and clearly diſcerns; tht as theſe perfeQtions were 
neceſſaty to raile the mighty building at firſt, ſo they ate neceſ- 
{ary to move the ſenſen: is uvattive matter which compoſe it, 
with all the ſwiftn'fs and regularity proper to continue the 
beauty and order of the cler tion. As the author of nature 
and of revela;jon is ene and the ſame being, his diſcoveries of 
himſelf by the light of reaſon, by his ue, and by bis aword, 
muſt be perfedly coufiitent with each other, and commute 
cate mulually light and beauty. | 


Is T EAD therefore of being afraid-to uſe your reaſon in religion 
be perſuaded d. lipently to employ it on religious truths. Reas 
for is an enemy to /uperflition, to enthuſiaſm, to fooliſh and w ic- 
ed notions and practices blaſ. hemouſly called religion, but it is 
the beſt friend to true teligion; and the more ratienal you are, 
the more pious you will be, for nothing is io rational as ha- 
bitual piety, The more you ſtudy and underſtand the works 
of God, the more confiimed you will ke in the belief of what 
the ſcriptures declare of his infivite perſeQuons, his cenftznt 
univerſal providence, and his inexhauſtible bounty, And the 
more ciltioaly you diſcern theſe pe: fections exerting themſelves 
in this world for the happineſs of his creatures, the more rea- 
diy you will believe and the more firmly depend upon the 
great things which his goſpel promiſes to the pious and good 
in a better world. Leaving therefore an frrational faith and re- 
ligion to children and fools, let yours be monly and reaſonable, 
ſome way worthy of theGad who is ihe object of it; ard ſuck 
as makes you“ /ite unto bim in an unbrunded benevolence, an 
invariable rizhte-uſnelſsaud an ever diffuſive bounty and charity. 


2. From hence we may learn the uſefulneſs Fairies and 
greditakien, and ſhould be fei ſuaded to pradliſe them. 
. V- 1, 2. 1 Cor. xiv. 20. TrHoOOcH 


Tobe God makes innumerable diſcoveries of his provi- 
dence and goodneſs every day, yet only the ſerious and devout 
who attend to theſe and meditate upon them, are happy in di- 
ſtint apprehenſions of the Deity and of his preſeace, in exaited 
ſentiments of admiration and love, in a warm gratitude to inſi- 
nit2 benevolence and a chearful truſt in it. The generality, 
engaged by the cares and pleaſures of the bodily life, look na 
further than what immediately affects their ſeuſes agreeauly or 
diſagreeabli, at moſt look uo further than /ecord cuuſes; and ſel- 
dom, if ever, trace a, the Rt eams of good conunuaily Arwing 
to their inexhauſtib e four tain, ſe dom ite ton beholding the 
beauties of the c:eation tote ami a ion and Ive o te Cen- 
tor and Preſer ver. Though curious to know the caulz ot any 
tr fliag if uncemmon event, they are never ſcriouſly inquiſitive 
after tne mighty cauſe, which conunues the riſtag and ſe ting 
of rae lun, the regular courſe of the moon, the ſucceiivn of 
the ſeaſon and of day and night; che mighty cauſe waich © 
gives ruin from heaven, and fruitful jeajons, filling maniend wilt.y 


Seed and yiadneys. 


THis temper is not more àngrateſul than it is nean and flapid; 
it is to live ia the world like beaſls not like xe; g'attiying 
Our ſenſes and appetites with the go! things which tne d ide 
bounty ſapplies, without ever confiiering, or itroagly appre- 
hending and awning, our obligation to the all-baunttous giver. 
Were you like the horſe or the ox inzapadle of this vation of 
mind, it were a good excuſe ; but to be diltinguiined from 


them by reaſonable powers, which qualify you to + feet after 


God and find him, and yet not to employ theſe noble powers 
herein, when allo He 7s not far from any of you, but if you 
ſought him yoa would eaſily find him, this is inexculably 
gailty and fooiilyz it is, according to the f Propher; 
being mare fooliſh than the ox wv &nows his owner, if we do 
not ce der the works of the Lord, and know God our Maker, 


DE perſuaded then not to live in a th)ughtleſs round of mean 
; | cares, 


: Acts ziv 17. + Ad zvn. 27. f Ila. J. 3. 
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cares, trifling amuſements, and brutal indulgences, eſtranged 
from God, and from the pleaſures of devotion ; but accuflom 
yourſelves every evening to retire from the world of the co- 
vetous and ſenſual, and to conſider the world as the work of 
God, upheld by his providence, and governed by his wiſdom. 
| Confider the good things of the day, not merely as ſuited» to 
your wants and defires, or the reward of your induſtry, but as 
the gifts of God, and proofs of his almighty providence, and 
unwearied kindneis. Look cn the gvz/s of the day not mere- 
ly as diſagreeable occurrences, agaiuſt which you are concern- 
ed to guard yourſelves for the future; but as a diſcipline de- 
ſigned by God to make you conſiderate, wiſe, and good, and 
to turn your hearts more entirely to the unmixed unembitters 
ed happineſs of immortality. 


. 4 


Tun mind accuſtomed in daily deyout retirement to view 


the diſpenſations of divide providence through the day in the 
light and connection wherein they have been now repreſented, 
will poſſeſs the nobleit ſatisfactions in venerating and loving 
unbounded goodneſs, and almighty wiſdom, ever incompaſſing 
him, in a firm rejiance on theſe perfections, and in largeſt and 
beſt founded expectations from them for all future time and 

a following eternity; will be animated in the practice of 
whatever is good, mightily cheared under all the evils of life, 
and qualified whenever his heavenly Father ſhall call him to 
enter that ſlate ; where he thall “ e face Io face, and enjoy 
a happineſs equal to the largeſt promiſes of a faithful God, and 
infinitely above the largeſt hopes and conceptions we can at 
Preſent form concerning it. 5 


Mar God make what has been now offered to our thoughts 
greatly inſtrumental to fort us ta this temper , and prepare us 
for this happineſs, Amen. | 
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Fokus of PRAVYER for the Morn- 
ING and EVENING, 
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A PRAYER for a FAMILY on a Lokp's- 
DAY MokNING. 


LMIGHT'Y ard everlaſting Jehovah ! We acknowledge | 


and adore thee 2s the Creator and Preſerver of the uni- 
verſe, and of all the infinite varieties of beings, which inhabit it. 
The day is thine, the night alſo is thine, for thou haſt prepar- 


ed the light and the fun; and under thy duettion the ſun | 


continues to riſe and ſhine ; and by thine unceafing influences 
the beauty and uſefulneſs of the world ale maintained. 


As thou art the God of our lives, an] of all our time, thou 
juſtly claimelt to be more eſpeciaily honoured with a portion of 
it; and haſt appointed one day in ſeven to he ſacred, to the 
contemplation and praiſe of thine unbounded wiſdom, powers 
and benevolence, as Creator -and Preſerver of all things; to 
devout meditations on thy glorious works, and acknowledg. 


ments of thine inexhauſtible bounty, For thou produce con- 


tinually hecbs and gra's for catile, plants and grain and fruits 
for men; and ſatisfieſt the defires of every living thing. How 
condeſcending thy kindneſs, how immenſe thy bounty ! 


Tov haſt alſo, molt merciful God, cauſed the Sun of righ- 
teouſneſs to ariſe upon mankind, with ſalvation in his beams; 
and cleared our part of the world from that thick darkneſs of 
ignorance, ſuperſtition, and idolatry, which ſtill covers many 


rations, Thy goſpel hath early taught us to know thee the 


only 


| 
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only true God, and Jeſus Chrift whom thou haſt ſent, Thy 
free goodneſs marte us for immortality, and ſoon as we began 
to live the life of reaſon, thy goſpel raiſed our views to an eter- 
nal heaven of divine pleaiures as our home; and directed our 


feet into the paths of ſobriety, right-ouſneh, and godlineſe, 


as certainly ter:ninajing in everlaſting bleſſedneſs. 


How often have we wandered from theſe paths, and vet thy. 
grace in Chrilt Jeſus 1tavites a; to recurn to them, by ſtrong 
aflurances of thy par..oning mercy. And to excite us to firive 
reſolu ely againſt evil 1nc.inatious, habits, and exam les, and 
toculiivateadivive temper,thySon aſſures us that thou wilt give 


thy holy ſpirit unto them who aſk him. And to animate us againſt 
a conſciouſneſs of many fins and 1mperiections, unto a patient 


5 continuance in well-doing, thy goſpel aiſures to the faithful 
glory, honour, and immortality. And tliat thou wilt finally 


reward us, not according to the ſhortneſs and defectiveneſs * 
our obedience, but according to thine adounding grace in 
Chriſt Jeſus, with a bleſſedneſs great as his condeſcenſion and 
friendſhip, certain as his reſurreclion from the dead, and lad- 


ing as eternity, 


* 


_ Grac1ovs God, how reaſonable the command to keep holy 
this day! And that with readineſs and attention we fhou!d en- 
gage in thoſe celebrations of thy perfections and benefits, in 
that ſtudy of thy will, and in thoſe meditations on eternity, 
which may manifeſt a ſuitable gratitude for thy great favours, 
attemper our ſouls to the employments and pleaſures of hea» 
ven; and determine us conſtantly to live as heirs of imaortality. 
With pleaſure we comply with this kind appoiatment. We 
rejoice that we ars ſent into the world, and preſerved in life, not 
merely that we may labour fora preſent ſu" filteace,or purſue the 
mean indulgences of appetite and inclination, and the intereſt of 
our dyiag bodies; but that under the influences of thy word and 
ſpirit we may be trained for the joys of angels and heaven. 


We praiſe thee, merciful Gad, for the return of a day ſacred 
to the prom ting this great deſign ; and that we fee it with 
| abilities 


/ 
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abilities of body and mind for diſcharging the duties, and 
En!Dying the ſatis ſaQtions of devotion, That although we have 
{o „een {lighted thine offered favour, and heaven, the gracious 
oF:r is renewed ; and that after trifling away ſo many advan- 
tages for zcguainting ourſelves with God, for obtaining or im- 
proving an intereſt in thy favour 3 advantages for this are re- 
Newed, and we at re yet in the \ WA4y of life and ſalvation. 


Fo RVE us, gracious Gd, that we could have lived ſo in- 
ſenſtole of our great 021igations, and fo tegatdlels of eternity, 


Forgive us if we have lived to this day without a ſerious and 


eff-ctual coacern to approve ourſelves to an ever-preſent God, 
and to become kappy in 2 certain, an approaching eternity; 
when compared wich the value of eterna bleſledneſs the whole 
world is evidently a trifie : Aud in compariſon of its duration 
a thouſand ages are but as a day, Forgive us, heavenly Fa- 
ther, that Gur application at beſt to the improvement of ouz 
minds in the Knowledge of thee and thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, and 
our proficience in the graces and virtues of the chriſtiau tem- 
per, have been in no more proportion to the aids and encous 
ragements of the goſpe | 


W have been bia taught our obligation to our Creator, 
Pre ſetver, aud Redeemer, although we have ſo little conſidered 
eneſe; and behaved fo unwo:thy of them. We were capable of 
knowing the value ofeverlaſting ſalvation ; though we have often 
{a-rifi.ed our intereſt in it to trifling ee and ſenſual pur- 


zuiis and indulgences. We have been inftruced in the excel- 


Jence and obligation of piety and virtue, thourh we have ne- 
glected theſe, even When excited to apply ourſelves to acquire 
and improve in them, by the promiſe of glory, honour, and 
im mortality. Enter not into judgement with thy ſervants, O 


Lord, our own hearts condemn us; how much more mighteit 


thou, who art greater than our hearts, and kngweſt all things. 


We repent af our paſt negligence and diſobedience, and 
plead the promites of pardon, which the Father of mercies 
kas made to the penitent through Jeſus Chriſt. | 


K | We 
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E would more diligently work out our ſalv tion; do thon 
work in us to will and to do. May we not loſe the © 2268 
fon of grace, but do thou make us wiſe, in this our day. 
mind th2 things which regard our everlaſting wel'are ; "2 ce 
we know not but before another Lord's day, they may be 
for ever hidden from our eyes; aud full of gratitude to the beſt 
of beings, that we may yet devote curſelves to thee with the 

hope of being accepted z and ſtrive for a divine diſpoftion with 
the hope of attaining it by thy gracious aſſiſtance: May we 
devote uuriclves to thee immediately and entirely. 


Wart we apply eurfelves to the belt diſcharge of the duties 
beſoꝛe ue, may we be aflited and ſucceeded by the all-gracious 
Father of ſpirits. May reticed meditation and devotion prepatie 
us for a ſpiritual performance of publick worthip, before a God 
who ſeeth the heart. May a deep v2oeration of thy plorious 
perfections fil our ſou's, when we are called to adore them in 
prayer. And by our repeated adorations may we be formed to 
an habitual reverence of an infinitely perfet and always pre- 
fent Gced, and prepared for joining in the worſhip of heaven. 


Axpo O mott holy God, grant that our confi ſhons of fin may 
excite in us an ingenuous ſorrowgand feQual purpoſes of reforms 
ing what we own is faulty, that we may be qu-liſied for pardon 
through Jefus Chriſt. Leach us alſo, heavenly Father, to aſk ws 
beſt blefſivgs with faith, humility, and fervour ; and may ou 

| prayers animate our endeavours, to acquire all thoſe good 42 
poſitions, which we defre thee to form in us: And do thou 
bleſs us with all ſpiritual blefings in Chriſt. May our ſup- 
plication for others cheriſh in us a generous good will, and 
prcmpt us to promote the common good: And be graciouſly 
heard by thee out common Father. May our hearts be warmed 

- by the review and celebration of thy numberleſs benefits, and 
gipecially when we praile thy good:.efs, which made us for im- 
mortal bleſſedneſs, which ſpared not the life of thine own Son, 
but gave him to death for a world of ſinners”; that whoſoever 


 delieverh in him might not periſh, but obtain eternal life: And 
wich 
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which ſtill purſues the deſign, ſuperior even to our nogratefal 
Op pulition, 


Pil our hearts with gratitude, O thou beſt of being, while 
thy praiſes employ our toopues, and may a grateful temper be 
co:firmed, that we may become me-t forthe world where gra” 
titule, praiſe, and happineſs ate in eternal perfection. Diſpoſe 
us, rightebus Lord, to attend the inſttuctions of thy word, with 
a fall conviction of thine authority, and of the reaſonableneſs 
and kind inteation of all thy laws; with an earnelt deſire to 
know thy whole will, and a fixed reſolution to perform it: As 
we ho e to receive the crown of life, promiſed to à faithful and 
perſeveriag obedience, And do thou accompany thy word 
with thy power, that it may convince us of fin, determine us 
to our duty, and guide us to life everlaſting, 


AD, O thou great lover of ſouls,ſucceed this day in all bs 
churck-s the miniſtrations of thy poipel ;- that figners may every 
where be r uzed by ſtrong convictions of the guilt and dan- 
ger of a ſinful life, to eaqui e with de-p concern what they 
mutt do to be ſaved ; and immediately fice from the wrath to 
come, and lay hold or eteraa! lite. By atteading theſe may thy 
ſervants alſo receive aſſiſtance and encouragement in the way 
of ſalvation, and be edranced to coatinual improvements 
in virtue and piety, and thus qualified for * deg tees of 
bleſſedneſs in eternity. 


Gaany, merciſul God, unto all who are dear to us the 


bleſſiags of that covenant, which is well ordered in all things 
and fure, May they proſper and be in health; but above al! 
things may their ſouls proſper, May we and they be under the 
conduct of thy providence and ſpirit through the whole of this 
day; be guarded from every evil and cfpecially from, what we 
-ought to dread as the greateſt, wilfally offending thee, when 
we profeſs to worlkip thee, 


* 


8 
* 


SgEPPLY us, bountiful Father this —_ with ſood convenic 
a2d infpicit and Re 12n u: for the diſchirge of every Lity, 
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publick or private; that in the cloſe of the day we may reflect 
on our temper and conduct with rational aſſurance of thine zc- 
ceptance, and of being advanced in our preparation for the 
bleſſedneſs of et: _ As we are certainly drawing nearer to 
the concluſion of this mortal life. And O that every day ſpent 
In thine earthly courts might render us more fit to dwell for ever 
in thy heave ly kingdom, and to become * bleſſed in thy 
likeneſs, love, and enjoy ment for ever. 


ALL this we humbly beg, O moſt merciful Father, for thy 
goodnels ſake, and in the name of Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour 5 
who was delivered to denth for our offences, and raiſed again 
for our juſtification ; Unto him be falvetion, praiſe, and obe- 
diente, to the glory of God his Father, row and for ever. 


Amen. 


A Praves for a Family on a Load's- 
Day Evening. 


OST pracicus: God ! eternal fource of being and 

* — N 4 
| Father of ſpirits ! Of thy free goodneſs thou didſt make 
man for immortality, and ſend us into this world, that acquainte. 
ing ourſelves with thee, and eſlabliſhiag the love of God and 


of goodneſs, amidſt the diſtractions and temptatioss of che pre- 
ſent fate ; we might be found meet when we leave it to riſe to 
znobler flate cfexiftence ; and to be bleſſed ig the peifection on 
goodneſs, and derotion for ever. Wie 


k ne. 


* 


Krowlede ze, reQitude, 
Þ:eſs thee that thou nal endowed us with this e N ö 

CV dy 10 i. 
ture, and halt made this Inorg lie improveadle to ſuch im 


zende advantage. 


thou God and Father of cur Lord fu 
Ch. in, ſor ale abundaat zfüſtances, G hich thou bail eisen us 


by 
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dy thy goſpel ; not only for attaining this great end of our being, 
dut for making ſuch advances in piety and virtue, as will qus— 
lify us for exalted degrees of perteCion and felicity in a future 
fate, | | 


In how clear a light haſt thou £:t before us an immortality 
of herfection and happineſs ; and how fully aſſared us of ob- 
taining it, by our imitating the virtues and obeying the gol. 
rel of th) Son! Thou, almighty Father, didſt not only empower 
him to confirm the defirable promiſe by numerous mitacles, 
and even by railing the dead to life; but didſt appoint him alſo 
to ſeal it wich his teſtimony in death; and having an example 
of the temper and life wh®h he required, as our preparation for 
heaven, thou didſt make him aifo an example ef the greatneſs 
and certainty of the promiſed reward: Conducting him through 
death by a glorious reſurrection and a viſible reception iuto hea» 
ven, to peſſeſs the felicity which he promiſed to his followers. 


Far kz of lights! how plain are his directions, how rea- 
ſonable his commands, the obſervance of which not only makes 
Chriſtians happy in themſelves, and extenſively beneficial to 
others; but farms in them the temper of heaven. And how 
encouraping his aſſurances of full forgiveneſs and acceptance, 
even to thyſe who have abuſed this rich grace, if they truly te- 
peat aud amead their ways; and of their being aſſiſted in pro- 
portion to their weakneſs, and to the dificulties which they 

find in their way to an eſtabliſned holineſs and piety. 


F,zrGrvs u-, O Father of mercice, that we could have re- 
cived ſuch grace in vain, and have ſo often oppoſed the infinite» 
ly important deſign of it; that we might more freely gratity 
dar animal appetites and paſſions, and ſerv the intereſt of our 
dying bodies. Forgive them, moſt merciful God, if any preſent 
have never heartily complied with it, May wettifle no longer, but 
1:1mediately reſolve and perform it ; and put ourſelves into the 
way to heaven and hanpineſs everlafling. Forgive us that at the 


bolt we have made no gleatet proficience in the chriitian temper, 
that 


. 
% 
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that we are not more habitually derout, more chearfuily and ac. 
tively berehcent, more moderate in our defires and puriuits of 
lenſible things, aud more conſtantiy attentive to the concerns 
of immortaitty, Forgive as, gracious God; fer we rejoive 
indeed to comply with the terms of pardon cltab nined in tity 
covenant of grace, We will not only profeſs faitn in thy Son, 
and call him Lord, Lore, but be keartily devoted aue obe- 
dient to him. We would not merely lament whit we have done 


amiſs, but co tinuaily reform it; and, Cleauling vurfclves from 


all filtnineis of fleth and fpi;:t, ſtrire to perfect holineis in thy 


car; and in hope of riſing to thy heaven of couſummate p Us 


rity, de. otion, and felicity. 


PxaiszD be thy wildom and goodneſs, that to preſerve 
on our Minds a lively conviction of God and of .cte:nity, thou 
haſt made the Loru*s-day laced to thole teligi us medit tions 
and excrciſes, which are fitted to confi-m our faith, raiſe our 
love, increaſe « knowledge of our duty and diſpoſition to prac- 


- tiſe-1t ; and to give us the nodle ſatisfaftigns ariſiug from 


employing the beſt affect ions of the human mind on the moſt 
excellent of beings, and rej»icing 1a bis favou, aud in hopes 
il or1phiening and enlarging of felicity divine and eternal. 


| Bleſſed be God for the advancayes of this kind, with which we 


have been this day favoured. Gracioufly accept and ſucceed 
cur ſincete deſit es and endeavours to honour thee, and to pro- 
mote our own improvement in a pious and heavenly diſpofi- 
tio ; and mercifully forgive the diſtraction of our thoughts, the 
coldneſs of our afſfections, and the inconſtancy of our concern 
to approve curſelves to thee, and to advance in piety, Thou 
knoweſt the human frame, and remembereſt that we are dult ; 
and thou wilt not deſpiſe ſincerity, although when the fpirit is 
willing, the fleſh be weak. And ſo condeſcending is thy kind. 
ne's as to allow the hope, that by our imperfect eſſays of love 
and devotion, we ſhould be gradually trained for thy glor:ous 


Preſence, and for the conſummate love and adotaticn of the hea- 


BLESS 
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Br Ess, gracious God, the inſtructions of thy goſpel, and the 
miniitrations of thy word, and make them abundantl“ ſucesſsful 
this day in all thy churches ; for the converſion of finners, and 
for building up thy ſervanis in knowledge, holineſs, and comfort 
untocterna! life. May theſe effect be produced eſpecially on 
all our relatione and frieads for h ſe preſent and cverlattiog 
| happineis we would always be greatly concerned. 


BE pleaſed alſo, O God of unwearied kindnels and inexhauf- 
tible bounty, to receive our prateful confeſſions of the care and 
ſupplies of thy providence, which we have this day experienced, 
and ou! praiſe that we hive been favoured with all things n- 
ceſſary for life and godlineſs; and that we cloſe the day amidſt 
{o many bleſſings. Secure us and our habitations this night 
from every hurtful accident, O thou watchful guardian of Ifraet; 
and make our ſleep refreſhing. Grant us to ſre another day, 
rejoicing in thy goodneſs, and impref with a ſenſe of the value 
of life, as it is connected with eternity, and improveable for 
ſecuring an eternity of bleſſedneſs. May we begin it with ſeri. 
ous and vigorous reſolutions of living for immortality, ta 
which every day brings us nearer, And may every day, which 
thy mercy ſhall add to our lives, be ſo improved as to raiſe ug 
higher in perfection and felicity for ever. 


Tusk large requeſts, O thou beſt of beings, we preſent, 
humbly truſting in thy goodneſs, through the mediation of thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt our generous Redeemer. 


Now unto him who ſitteth on the throne,and unto the Lamb; 
unto God even the Father, and to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
loved us and died to waſh us from our ſins in his own blood, 
and to make us kings and prieſts unto God for ever and ever: 
Be glory, ſalvation, obedience, and praiſe everlaſting, 
Amen, 


— 
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Lmighty, moſt wiſe, and benevolent Lord! Thou art the 

infinite original of being, life, and good, to innumetable 
worlds and creatures. The heavens are thine and all their hoſts, 
for thou haſt created them; and all the hoſts of heaven worſhip 
thee. This earth is thine, and the fulneſs of it, and the world and 
all they who dwell therein; for thou haſt founded it upon the 
ſeas, and eſtabliſhed it on the floods ; and haſt created man. 
kind upon it, and other living creztures without number, to 
enjoy thy various bountics, and r+joice in thine inexhauſlibie 
goodneſs; and thou preſerveſt them all, How many the proofs 
which every morning preſents us, heavenly Father, of thy con- 
ſtant preſence, thine eve--attertive piovidence, and thine un“ 
wearied kindneſs! With the-return of every morning therefore 
would we thy rational offspring raile our fouls in ſentiments 
of yeneration, gratitude, and love, to that great being WhO 
formed the vaſt body of the inn, laid up in it thoſe immeaſotable 
ſtores of light and heat, which for chouſands of years have ſoup- 
plied various worlds, and innumerable creatutzs 3 and who ſtill 
with an unfailigg bounty diftibutes them. 


To thine ever attentive betevolence, heavenly Father, ve mull 
zI{o aſcribe the renewal of our rational and ative powels, af- 
ter they had been ſuſpended in flecp ; and we would heartily 
praile thee, that thou graciouſly reſtoreſt our capacity for 
rational actions and enjoyments, ſor workiog out our eternal 
ſalvation, and prepaiing ourſelves to be bleſſed for ever. How 
great this goodneſs to creatures, who have waſted life, been ne- 
ligent of the chief end of their being, and who are ſtill diſpo- 
led to trifle. How many, great, and undeſerved the blefings, 
in the poſſefiion of which we appear beſore thee this morning |! 

Health, reaſon, frieads, the conveniences of life, the light and 
grace and encouragements of the goſpel ; and a liberty of ad- 
-drefling thee-through the mediation of thy well beloved San, 


for thoſe aids Which will enable us to improve all for our pro- 
ficience 
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icnze and eſtablimment in piety and virtue, and for our final 
rerſeclion and everlaſting feliciiy. Gracious God, to theſe 
favouts add this, of exciting within vs, a more warm and abid- 
ing ſenſe of our obligations, and concern to anſwer them. 


Fox cy us, werciful Father, our paſt wanderings from the 
paths of duty aud of happineſs, We would now ſeriouſly and 
chearfull; devote ourfelvesto the love and obedience of thee,the 
beſt of beings z and to a diligeat preparation for that heaven 
divine and everiaitiig bleſſednsis, 10 which thy mercy in Chriſt 
Jeſus A3!] invites us. While others follow the dictates of 
ſeuſe and paſlion, of cullorm and example; help us to regarg 
and Rudy the goſpel of the blefled Jeſus, as the rule of our 
Temper and condact, aud conftanily to conform to its precepts z 
as we would be intereſted in the never ending bleſſedneſs 
which it aſſures to the obedient, Denying all ungodlineſs and 
woridiy lafls, may we Jive ſoberly, righteoully; and godly, in 
this preſent world; looking for the bleſſed hope, and the glo- 
rious appearance of thze the great God, andof our Saviour 
Teius Chrit, And, OthouGod of all grace, enable us not only 
to perſevere 3 in the chriſtian faith and practice; but continually 
to improve. May daily meditations on the evidences of thy 
pe:fections and providence ; and daily recolledtions and ac- 
knowledg ments of thy numerous benefits, render our piety more 
rational, terycnt, and uniform. May our benevolence become 

continuaily more warm, active, and prevailing; and cur com- 
mand over our pafiions more eaſy and entire, May we be more 
ready to every good work, and more abundant in it. As frail 
offending creatures, whoſe belt obedience is very defective, 
may we ever be humble before thee, and modeſt and candid in 
our cenſures of our fellow creatures, And as beings haſtening 
into eternity, may we become evety day more diſengaged from 
the intereſt and pleaſures of a world we are leaving; and more 
1arent on a ſtate of everlaiting perfection and felicity, to which 
we are continually approaching, 


And, O chou all-wiſe and all-gracious diſp lp oſer of us and. of 


all things, while we continue in the wey of out duty, do thou 
L make 
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make v3 thy care. Guard us this day from every real evil. They 
alone knoweſt what upon the whole is good or evil for man; 
and in thy hand our breath and life are, and under thy d rection 

are all our ways. Grant us, heavenly Father, the good things 
of life, which thou ſeeſt proper for us; and teach us to raiſe 
the enjoy ment of them, by mingling with it the noble ſatis- 
factions, which ariſe from gratitude and Hope in thee the giver 
of all, from doing good to others, and from the proſpects of 
Immortality. Teach us alſo, in whatever ſtate we are, to be 
therewith content. May we know how to be afflicted, as well 
as to rejoice. And in every circumſtance of life may we ho- 
nour thee by an eaſy reſignation, by a faithful diſcharge of our 
duty, and by chearful regards to that everlaſtiog ſtate ; in com - 
periſon of which, all the joys and ſorrows of the preſent are 
light and momenta'y. And do thou, the God of ail wiſdom 
and grace, guide us by thy counſel, until thou haſt brought uz 
fo thine everlaſting kingdom and glory. 


Wx would, heavenly Father, cc mmend to thy peculiar favour 
and blefiing all cur relations and friend:.. May they all be 
thine by a ſerious and hearty decication of themſelves to thee 


In the chriſtian covenant, and by perſevering in that courſe of 
piety and virtue, which can alone ſecure to them thy favour, 
and lead them to the beſt enjoy ments of this liſe, and to an eter- 
nity of bleſſedneſs. And may we all meet in heaven and te- 
Jotce together in thy glorious preſence, full approbation, and 
everlaſtiog love, | 


Wy aſk all for thy goodneſs ſaxe in Chriſt ſeſus, in u hoſe words 
we ſum up our imperfett requeſts unto thee our Father, who at? 
In heaven. Hallowed be tiny name. May thy kingdom come, 
and thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us day 
by day our daily bread, Forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we 
forgive them who treſpaſs apainft us. And lead us not into 
tem pta tion, but fo as to deliver us from the evil: For thine is 
-the king dom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever! Amen, 
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The heavens declare thy glory ard the fi- mam nt ſheweth 
Forth thy handy work, Day unto day uttereth ſpeech, and night 
unto night teacheth knowledge of the boundleſs wiſdom, power, 
and benevolence of the Creator and Preſerver of all things. 
When we conſider thy heavens, the productions of the power, 
a d the moon and ſtas, which thy wiſdom hath ordained ; 
Lord, what is man, that thou art mindful of him, what are 
we the finful children of men, that thou ſhouldſt daily viſi us 
with innumerable inftances of thy tender care, and inexhauſtible 
bounty! We are loſt in the immenſity of thy works, and are as 
nothing when compared with the reſt of thy creation; yet thou 
cloatheſt with verdure the graſs of our meadows, covereſt our 
fiei!ds wich corn, feedeſt the birds of the air, and numbereſt even 
the hairs of thy ſervants heads, and giveſt food to all fleſh ! 


We would not, gracious Gol, live in thy world, be ſurrounded 
with the diſplays of thy perfectioas, upheld by thy hand, and 
continually enjoying thy bounty; and live inſcnfible to the pre- 
ſeace and benevolence of our ſupreme and conſtant Benefactor. 
With pleaſure we would employ the rational powers and affec. 
tions which thou haſt given us 1a their beſt exerciſes, the con- 
templation, veneration, and love of an erer preſeat, and infi- 
nicely beneficeat God and Father; and cloſe with thy praiſes 
every day, filled with thy benefi:s. 


ADdorep be the Lord of the univerſe, who condeſcends continu- 
ally to take care ofa world of creatures infinitely beneath him; 
ol creatures for the moſt part incapable of appreheading their 
obligations to their great Benefactor; or, if capable of ut, too 
general forgetful of the God, who made and preſerves them; 
who cauſeth his ſun to riſe oa the evil and on che good, and ſen- 
det his rain on the juſt and on the unjuſt, Who opening his 
hand (atisfieth the defires of every living thing; and Who hath 
this day ſupported in life the countleſs millions of mankind, 
and been attentive to train them for immortality. Hlow 


TERNAL, almighty, all- wiſe, and moſt bid God 


. 
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How great our obligation to this goodneſs, for the continu. 
ance of health and reaſon another day! It is thy conſtant di- 
rection, heavenly Father, which continues our blood in its regular 
and vital courſe, and preſe: ves the order of our mental powers ; 
and ſhouldſt thou but one mo meat ſuſpend thine influence we muſt 
fink into the duſt. Praiſed be his bounty, who hath ſpread 
our table and filled our cup, and given us all things to enjoy; 
who hath cauſed the earth to yield all the good things we de- 
rive from it, and who placed and preſerves us in cireumſlances 
favourable for our obtaining and enjoying them. And who when 
we are unworthy of theſe inſtances cf his kind regard, grants 
them as accommodations on our way to a better world, and it- 
citements to that grateful piety and generous beneficence which 
will prepare us for the far better bleffings of the heavenly and 

everlaſting late, Praiſed be his Ingen who hath been obſervant 
of our temper and conduct another day, waited to cheriſh in 
us every virtuous diſpoſition, to animate every holy purpoſe, to 
turn aſide dangerous temptations, or fltengthen us to overcome 
them; and who diſpoſes the various events of our lives, ſo that 
they ſhall conſpire ts promote our greateſt improve ment in 
Ppieiy and virtue, and our higheſt happineſs in eternity: If we 
love him, 2nd comply with his kind intentions. Praifed alſo 
be his goodneſs, who having guarde ed us from every evil through 
the day, grants us to cloſe it in peace. 


Fog slv vs, kcaventy Father, that we are not more grateful 
for thy con invecl benefits, and more fully and tent con- 
ceracd to approve ourſelves unto thee, in the beſt diſcharge v4 
the duties of car ſeveral relations, and in the beſt improvement 
of cur opportunities for doing good. Forgive us, that we are not 
more ſeriouſly attentive to correct the remzining itregularities 01 
our paſſiogs, and perfed holineſs in thy fear, and in the hope 
of heaven, Wich thee thcre is ſergiveneſs, that thou mayeſt be 
ſeated; and thou haft advanced thy Son to hy tight hand, that 
he may be a Printe endSaviour z through whom zepentance ſhall 
obtain the ſull remilſion of fins. May an ingenuous te- 
pentance, may an hearty end ſucceſsfa) con cern to teleem what 

Þ all 
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hath been amiſs, and to ſupply what han been want. 
ing, qualify us for thy pardening meicy ; 2nd give us the 
jayso! a gocd conſcience,and a rational nope Of thiue acceptance. 
Laying afide every weight, and the fin s hich doth moſt eafily 
beiet us, may ue run with patience the race ſet before us; look- 
ing unto Jeſus, the pie:criber and rewarder of a life of faith; 
who for the jor ſet before him eudured the croſs, and deipiſed 
the ſhame, and is ſ-t down at the right hand of the Mijelly on 
high. Abd as we wou'd be with him, behold his glory,triumph 
in his praiſes, and partake in his bleſſedneſs for ever; may the 
ſame mind be in us, and may we walk as he walked, May 
we culiivate a Cevoilon like his, rational, fervent, aud conſtant, 
and a benevolence warm, aQlive, and unbounded, always overs 
coming evil with good, May our integrity be ſuperior to the 
ſtrongeſt temptations of the world; and our moderation be 
preſent and ſenſible, ſuch as become ſtrangers on the earth 
and citizens of heaven, May we, regarding his perfect exams 
ple, be excited to continual improvement 1a a chriſtian and 
divine temper, that becoming meet for the employments and 
bleſſedneſs of the heavenly paradiſe, our ſpirits may be receiv- 
ed into it, when we leave this world: And when Chriſt ſhall 
ap ear, may appear with him in glory. 


for a Family. 


Wie would humbly intercede wich thee the Father of mankind 
for all our feilow-creatures,that thou wouldùſt cauſe the light of the 
glorious goſpel to ſhine into all their hearts; that they may, 
all krow thee as the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt as feat 
by thee, to guide them to life eternal, Put a fiaal period to the 
reign of ilolatry, ſuperſtition, impoſture, perſ-cution, and ty- 
ranny,gja thy world; and may religious and civil libe ty, as they 

are the rights, at length become tie bleſſiags and poſſeſũons of ail 
mankind. Contiaue theſe iveſtimable bleffiugs to Great Bti- 
tain and Ireland, and to our Colonies; may we be more thankful 
fur them, and better improre them. Bieſs our Sovereign 
King George, guide his counſels, and ſucceed his admitiſttat ions 
that they may ever terminate-in the publick good. Bieſs the 
whole royal family with very great and good quality, and 
may 


. 


may they be examples of virtue and piety, guardians of liberty, 
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and bleſſings to mankind. In thy hand, O Go), are the hearts 
of all; make, we pray thee, all who are round the throne wiſe 
and faithful; counſel our counſellors, and teach our ſenators 
wiſdom, integrity, and a prevailing love to their country, Aſſiſt, 
bleſs, and ſacceed all the Miniſters of thine everlaſting goſpel ; 

that through their preaching many may believe, repent, and 
be ſaved. May all the aflited find thee a God of mercy and 
conſolation, when they call upon thee ; do thou graciouſly ſup- 
port, relieve, and deliver them ; and may th2y glorify thee. 


May all our relations and friends be heartily devoted to the 
love and obedience of thee the beſt of beings, and of parents 
and wiſely ſeek happineſs in a conformity to the inftructions, 
and an imitatioa of the virtues of Jeſus thy beloved Son and 
thus intereſt themſelves in thy ſpecial guidance, protection, and 
ſupplies for this life, and be made meet for the glorious and 


everlaſting inheritance of the ſaints in light. 


Taxs them and us, heavenly Father, under thy protection for 
the following night. Watch over us while we fleep, thou 
great guardian of Iſrael, who never ſleepet, Make our ſlum* 
bers refreſhing, and our awakiag chearful. May we begin 
another day with a juſt conviction of the worth of life in its 
connection with eternity, and in à proper diſpoſition for the 


beſt improvement of it, And may every day of life, in which 
thy mercy ſhall indulge us, be wiſely and piouſly employed, 


and thus raiſe us higher in thy favour and b'eſſedaeſs for eter- 


nity. We aſk all, humbly truiting in thy paternal goodneſs, 
and in the mediation of thy Son; throuzh whom we aſeribe 


unto thee, the preateſt and. beſt of beings, the only wiſe, the 


always preſent, and everlaſtiag Jehovah, the kingdom, power, 
and glory, for ever. Amen. 
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